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Number I. 
Die Limæ 13; Novenbris, 1921. 


\ 
__ 
—_—_y 


The Houle (according to Order, procecded to take into Conſide— 
ration His Majeſty's moſt Gractous Speech from the Throne. 
And the lame being Read 5 


A Niotion was made, "That is Houſe a ao, on Friday next, take 


into Conlideradion the Caules 00 Contracting lo | oe a Navy 


1441 


Debt, and rhe beſt Methods dt preventing the Contra, tine the 


8 


like Debt for the future, and 8 being flare thereup n: 


It was Propoſedt to leave out theſe W ors, wiz. {and the Ve, A. 


thods 0 preventing the Contracl in 7 ihe lite Debt ſos the j 1 le, 


Ts . 


Then the Que ſtion was put, Whether the ſaid Words ſhall itand 


Part of the Queſtion : 
1: Was Retoly x in the Ne gative. 


Contents 22 
Abt (Content 64. 


D:fj-ntent. 


J. > CAUSE the principal End of all Part amentary Enquiries into 
i 111:10agements, being to prevent the Like for the future, Ve 
more Nees able to the Cangunr and N ar ot the Houſe, 
en exact 1 pl, ny: i the Qeition itſ-lt, that: leave :t to be imply a cc ly, 
ang the ru r, ce it W to 2 the Words Ip out cicarly unportcd, 
That netting Piotr 41 was in View, bur the Pu: VICK Good only, which Ve 
thou, nt Wong abt has * DJIVE11 Satisf nion 0 t! je Mind or very Nut ble 


Lord. tian zie cont? at h 
II. V onthe Words now Ordered to be left out, e 6 for he Reaſon gl- 
ven fo properly and 1 aturally, as We conceive, N 4 8 of the Queiti. 55 
We could rot but Apr bY nd, That the laying them afiJe on the Debate. 013837 
CIC3 TC a oy f 

polio, the contains 2 large and Inconvenient Navy Debt for the future. 
I. His dagen har ing in his Speech from the throne, obſerved the ill 
Conſequences that 0:2ie from ſuch a large Debt remaining provided for, We 
thought it Cry 170 5 ii not neceſſary in the Reſolution taken, to enter into 
the Conf. zallon of it Lat Debt, to cx refs a Deſire of preventing the like in 
convenient Debt being Contracied | fog the utute, 31:4 that the doing ſo, iid 


not prejudse the ©: tvs of Contracting the preicnt great Navy Debt, 10 Few: 


ever Neceliarly co: "Juſtificably an iBconvenicut I hi ng may have once hap- 


pen 'd, Let we think it ought, it it can, to be Ju cited from hap! YnDg 0 
again. 
IV. His Majeity having likewiſe obſerved in his Speech from the Throne. 
That this part of the National Debt, is of all others the moſt Heavy and Bur: 
thenſome, and having ſet forth the Mile! hiefs ariſing from the high Diſcgun: 
on the 3 and V ictüalling Bills, We thought Ourſelves ſufficſer 3 Var- 
ranted to expreſs a Deſire, to > Con; Jer of the beit ee preventing the 
like moſt heavy and Burthenſome Debt, Whatever 117 Cauſes of Contracting 
B the 


apc, ho Ulijuſt, that this Houſe did not intend to prevelit it 
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TE ou Fc | according ro Order) proceeded tO take into further 


5 


that Motion: And tho we with it may be the laſt, yet we have juſt Reaſon 


iuccceding Times. 


(2) 
tho ereſent Delt ſhall, on Enquiry, appear to be: And this the rather, te. 
cane the like Navy Debt can bring no manner of Benefit either to the Public l, 
or tu any private Perſon, but to ſuch, as by foreſeeing when it is to be either 
Diſcharged or provided for, may make an exceſlive Advantage to themſelves, 
by buying up the ſaid Bills while under a very high Ducount. 


V. Ebor, 1 Briſtol. | Aſhbburnhar.. 

F. Riten. Wharton. Scar dale. 

Salisbury. North and Grey. Aberdeen. 

Strafford, Guilford. Boyle. 
Comer. Fat hin /. Birgley. 

Ire vor. Aylesford. 
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Number II. 
Die Mercurij 15 Novembris, 1721. 


Contideraion 1% Majeſty's moſt Gracious Speech from che 


Throne. After Debate the Queſtion was put. „ 
That an Humble Addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, That he 
will be graciouſſy pleaſed to give Orders, that the Inſtructions 
given by His Majeſty to the Lord Carteret, as Miniſter or Ple- 
mpotentiary to the Crown of Sueden, or any other of the 
Northern Crowns, may be laid before this Houle... 
It was Reſolved in the Negative. . 


Content. 22 
Aot Content. 59. 


Diſſent ent. | ea „ 

EC AU SE we apprehend this to be the firſt Inſtance to be found 
on our Journals, where Lords have moved for a Sight of Inſtructi- 
ons of any kind, and have not been ſupported by the Houſe in 


to fear, that ſuch a Precedent once made, will not fail of being followed in 


II. BECAUSE we do not apprehend, how the calling for Inſtructions 


after the Concluſion of the Treaty to which they relate, and the Interver- 


tion of a general Act of Pardon, can be hurtful either to the Publick, or even 


the Miniiters Tranſacting ſuch Treaty: But the refuſing to call tor thoſe In- 
_ tiructions may, in our Opinion, be a Matter of a dan? 


| 2crous Conſequence, in- 
aſmuch as it tends to diſcourage Enquiries of this kind for the future, and 
by that means to embolden and Screen the Guilty Miniſters hereafter. 
III BECAUSE, tho we acknowledge the Right of Peace and War to 
be in the Crown, yet we mult be of Opinion, that this Houſe bath alſo a Right 
to enquire into the Tranſactions of Miniſters employed under the Crown. 
and to cenſure their Conduct when Juſtice requires it: Which cannot well be 
done, unleſs it be firſt known what fort of Inſtructions they received, and 


ho far they have, or ought to have complyed with them: And this ems 


to us more particularly neceſſary, ſince the Aft of Succeſhon has declar- d, 
row : 1 1 Tha: 


(3) 


That this Kingdom ſhall not be engaged in a War on acconnt of any of tlie 
King's Foreign Dominions: All Treaties therefore with Princes in the North, 
ſhould, above all others, be made in the plaineſt, and moſt unexceptionable 
Terms, or if the way of Wording ſuch Treaties ſhall occaſion any doubt, no 
Method of clearing it thould be neglected or avoided, thar fo this Houſe, 
and the whole Kingdom may be ſatisfied, that nothing has paſs'd Derogatory to 


that Act, which is the Baſts on which our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment is tound- 
ed. | 


V. Ebor. Cowper, Guilford, 
Wharton, | Uxbridge, Aberdeen, 
_Ocar! Vale, | | ns | Bat bm ſt. | Boyle, 
Aon ind Grey, | legend, | Er:ſtol, 
Strafford, Bingley, 
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Number III. 
Die Lime 20 Novembris, 1721. 


The Houſe according to Order proceeded to take into further Conſiderat:- 
on, his Majeſty's moſt Gracious Speech from the 1 hronc, And after 

a Debate, OE „„ 

The Queſtion was put, That an Humble Addreſs be preſented to his Ma- 

jeſty, to de:ire, That his Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to give Or- 

ders, That the Treaty of Commerce, whereby the former Treaties ot 

Commerce arc renewed with Spain, may be laid before this Houſe: 
It was reſolved in the Negative. 5 


Content 22. 
Act Content 59. 


Difſcntient. 


TY Ecaule as we believe, the refuſing to Addreſs for a Treaty which has been 
D concluded and ratified ſo long ſince, is altogether Unprecedenred, and 


V. & conceive this Caſe, of all others, ought not to have been made a Prece- 


dent, where the Treaty deſired to be called for, hath been twice mentioned 


trom the 7 hrone, to both Houſes of Parliament, and the laſt Time, in his Ma- 
jeſty's Speech, at the Opening of this Seſſions, expreſly (as We cannot but ar- 
Pirehend) recommended to the Conſideration of both Houſes of Parliament. 


V. Ebor. | Briſtol. | Comper. 
F. Cat. North and Grey. Boyle. 
F. Roffen. | Guilford. 1 Wharton, 
Straford. | Aylesford. . 
Aberdeen. Bat hin /.. 4 St. John de Bletſoe. 
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Number IV. 
Die Martis 5* Decembris, 1721. 


A Motion was made, That the Imploying great Numbers of Scamen 
for ſcveral Years laſt paſt, more than were provided for by Parliament, 
was one great Cauſe of contracting ſo large a Navy Debt, and of en- 
creaſing the ſame, from the Sum of 764,088/. 35. 11d. which was 
the Net Debt of the Navy, on the 31ſt of December, 1717, to the 
Sum of 1, 641, 9377. 175. 84.3 which was the Net Debt of the Na- 
vy on the zoth of September laſt. | 

And a Queſtion being ſtated thereupon, the previous Queſtion was put, 
Whether the faid Queſtion ſhall be now put? 

It was rclolved in the Negative. 


Content 21. 
Not Content 60. 


Diſſentient. 5 ** 
E auſe the main Queſtion being ſo true in every Particular, that as we 
could obſerve, the Truth thereof, was not deny 'd by any Lord in the De- 
ba es, but ſeems to Us to be admitted by the propofing and carry ing the previ- 


vious Queſtion: We think it highly expedient, That the main Queſtion ſhou'd 
have been put and voted in the Afhrmative, to the End, We might have ex. 


preſſed our Diſapprobation at leaſt, of the Practice of employing much great- 
er Numbers ot Seamen in the Fleet, for ſeveral Years laſt paſt, than were pro- 
vided for by Parliament (when the Occaſions for employing them could not, 
in or Opinion, but be foreſeen) and by ſuch our Diſapprobation, might have 
Giiconraged iu ſome Meaſure, that Practice for the future, and prevented the 
1:Crcalingthe Navy Debt ag in, by the like Proceedings. 


. Aylesford. | St. Join de Bletſoe 
F. Riffen. Gower. | Uxbridge. 
Str afford. | Comper. | Guilford. 
- Trevor, Bathurſt. | Foley, 
Aberdeen, | Litchfield. | North and Grey. 
 Briflol. | Bingley. | Boyle, 
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Number V. e 
Die Mercurij 6* Deecmbris, 1721. 


1.0 Petition of the City of London to the HousE of Lok ps. 


Petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of the City 
of London, in Common-Council Aſſembled, was preſented to tlie 
Houle, and read, ſetting forth, Thar it appearing by the Inſpection 

t Jovinal of this Houſe, that their Lordſhips have now under Conſidera- 

1 Amendment of an Act paſs'd in a late Seſſion of Parliament, Enti- 

cle, | % 4d Jor repealing an At made in the Ninth Tear of the Rein of Hoy 

{to My Queen ANNE, Entituled, 41 Ad to oblige Ships coming from Fla- 

%, more effcaually to perform their Quarentine, and for the better pre vent— 


ig 


C5) 


ſrom Poreign Parts into Great Britain or Ireland, 6 
the Iſles of ben. „Jerſey, Aldernay, Sark, or Man, and to binder the ſpreud- 


tle Plague being brought 


ing of Infection. | That the Petitioners conceive, that in ſome Clauſes ot that 
Act, not only the Rights, Priviledges, and Immuniti 
and Proſperity of the City of London are highly concerned; and pray ing, 
That they may be heard by their Counſel or otherwiſe, in relation to the ſaid 
Act at ſuch Time, and in ſuch Manner, as thei 
proper and expedient, 

And a Motion being made, That the 
bate, The Queſtion was put, Whether th 

It was reſolv'd in the Affirmative. 


ſaid Petition be rejected. After De- 
e ſaid Petition ſhall be rejected ? 


Their Loraſhips PROTEST on refecling the ſaid PETITION. 
Content 22. 
Not Content 48. 


Diſſentient. 


I. Ecauſe the Liberty of Petitioning the King (much more that of Peti- 


tioning either Houſe of Parliament,) is the Birth right of the Free 


People of this Realm, claimed by them, and confirmed to them, ſoon after 
the Revolution, in an Act, Declaring the Rights and Liberties of the Subje@, and 
ſettling the Succeſion of the Crown : And, whenever any remarkable Check 
hath been given to the free Exerciſe of this Ri 
' tended with ill Conſequences to the Publick. 
II. Becauſe the Petition ſo rejected was 


of Norwich, upon their Petition touching the Callico Bill. Nor are we aware, 


that it hath ever, in like Circumſtances, been refuſed to the meaneſt Corpora- 
tion in the Kingdom: But if it had, we humbly conceive, that in this Caſe, a 

Diſtinction might have been made in Favour of the City of London- Which 
being the Center of Credit, of the Trade and Money d Intereſt of the King- 


dom, and the Place where the Plague, ſhould we be viſited by it, is — 


likely firſt to appear: And having alſo remarkably ſuffer d by Means of the 


late fatal South · Sea- Scheme, was, we think, in a particular Manner, intituled 


to apply for Relief againſt ſome Clauſes in the Quarentine. Ad, and deſerved 

to have been treated, on that Occaſi on, with more Indulgen e and Tendern efs. 
III. Becauſe the rejecting the ſaid Petition, tends, we conceive, to Diſ- 

countenance all Petitions for the future, in Caſes of a publick and general 


Concern; and by that Means, to deprive the Legiſlature of proper Lights, 


which they might otherwiſe receive; it being no ways probable, that Sub: 
jects, or Societies of leſs Conſideration, will venture to repreſent their Senſe, 


| inCaſes of like Nature, after the City of London have been thus refuſed to 
be heard. SR 8 den thus retuled 


IV. Becauſe, as the Receiving this Petition could have no ill Conſequences, as 
we conceive, nor have given any great Interruption to the Buſineſs of Parlia- 
ment; ſo the Rejecting it, may, we think, widen the unhappy Differences 


that have ariſen, and increaſe the Diſaffection to the Government, which 
hath already too much prevailed 1n this Kingdom. RE 


V. Becauſe the Arguments uſed on the Debate, ſcem to us not to be of ſuf- 


ficient Force: For we cannot conceive, that, becauſe the ſaid Ad of Quaren- 
tine is à general Act, therefore no particular Community or City, who think 


they may, in a diſtinguiſhing Manner, be prejudiced by it, have a Right 


to be heard in relation to it; and that, at a Time, when it is under 0 
Conſideration of Parliament. Nor can we be of Opinion, That a Peti- 
tion, agreed on by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of London, in Com- 
mon-Council Aſſembled, and preſented, not even by the Numbers allow'd by 
Law, but by a Lord of this _, can poſſibly be a Prelude or Example, to- 


wards. 


es, but the Trade, Safety, 


r Lordſhips ſhall judge mot 


Sht, it hath always been at- 


in our Opinion, every Way proper 
and unexceptionable, both as to the Manner of Wording and Preſenting it, 
and the Matter to which it referr'd ; nothing being more natural and rea- 
ſonable, than that any Corporate Body ſhould, if they deſire it, be heard 
upon any Bill under the Conſideration of Parliament, whereby they judge 
their particular Interefts to be highly, tho not ſolely affected. This Li- 
| berty, we remember to have been granted, in a late Seſſion, to the Traders 
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(6) 

wards introducing Tumultuous Petitions ; much leſs can we ſee, why it onght tlie 
rather to be Rejected, becauſe it came from ſo great a Body as the City of 
London. On the contrary, we apprehend, that an univerſal Grievance, which 
may be occaſioned by any general Act, muſt be repreſented to the Legiſlature, 
by particular Perſons, or Bodies Corporate, or elſe it cannot be repreſent- 
e at all; That the Rejecting ſuch Petitions, and not the Receiving them, 
is the Way to occaſion Diſorders and Tumults ; and, That the more Conſidera- 
ble the Body is, the more Regard ſhould be had to any Applications they 
make ; eſpecially for Matters, wherein not only the Rights, Privileges, and 
Immunities, but alſo their Trade, Safety, and Proſperity are, as the Petition 
avers, highly Concerned. 


Briftol, 1 Aylesford, North and Grey, 

St. John de Bletſoe, | Strafford, Trevor, 

Fran. Ceſtriens, | Aberdeen, | Guilford, 

Comper, | Gower, | Bingley, 

Bathurſt, | F. Roffen, Uxbridge. 

Boyle, I Litchfield, oe 
7 I OI 23 $4/0/255 BDLE. 

D Number VI. as 


Die Mercurij, 13 Decembris, 1721. 
A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being put, that a Bill be brought 
in for the Repeal of ſo much of the Act paſs d laſt Year, relating to the 
Plague, as gives a Power to remove to a Lazaret, or Peſt-houſe, any 
Perſons whatſocver Infected with the Plague, or healthy Perſons, out 
of an Infected Family, from their Habitations (tho diſtant trom any 
other Dweclling-houſc) : And alſo ſo much of the ſaid Act, as gives 
Power for the drawing Lines or Trenches round any City, Town, or 
SS FF 
It was rcſolyd in the Negative. 
Content 20. 
| Not Content 39. 


I. DECAUSE the Powers ſpecify'd in the Queſtion ſeem to us ſuch, 

D as can never wiſely or uſually be put in Execution. For by the Firſt 
of them, Perſons of what Rank or Condition ſoever, either actually Infected. 
or being in the ſame Habitation, tho' in Lone Houſes, where they are well 
Accommodated, and from whence there is no danger of propagating the In- 

fection, may be forcibly remov'd into common Laxarets, or Peft- Horſes And 
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it does not appear to Us, that ſuch a Power could at any Time be reaſona- 


wu bly executed, and therefore we conceive it ſhould be Repealed. 
A Ne other Power extends to the drawing of Lines around any City, Town, 
1. or Place, and conſequently around the Cities of London and Weſtminfler ; the 
11 very Apprehenſions of which, upon the leaſt Rumour of a Plague, would diſ- 
WW per ſe the Rich, and by that means (as well as by hindering the free Acceſs of 
14  Proviſiens) ftarve the Poor, ruin Trade, and * all the Remains of private 
Bit end DNR TIE. — — wo: 
i8 f II. Becauſe ſuch Powers as theſe are utterly unknown to our Confiitution, 
14 and Repugnant, we conceive, to the Lenity of our mild and free Govern- 
1 ment, à tender Regard to which, was ſhewn by the Act Fac. I. which took 
i 0 5 care only to confine infected Perſons within their own Houſes, and to Support 
| | | them under that Confinement, and lodg'd the Execution of ſuch Powers ſolely 
1 in the Civil Magiſtrate; whereas the Powers by us excepted againſt, as they 
N are of a more extraordinary Kind, ſo they will probably (and ſome of them 
x: ji: muſt neceſſarily) be executed by Military Force: And the violent and inhuman 
With Methods which on theſe Occaſions may, as we apprehend, be prattiſed, will, 
ö we 


SP 

we fear, rather draw down the Infliftion of a new Judgment from Heaven 
than contribute any ways to remove that, which thall then have befallen 
us. | B55 | 

III. Becauſe we take it, theſe Methods were copy'd from France, 2 Kine. 
dom whoſe Pattern, in ſuch Cafes, Great Britain theuld not follow ; the Gu- 
vernment there, being conducted by Arbitrary Power, and ſupported by 
Standing Armies; and to ſuch a Country, ſuch Methods do, 
ſeem moſt ſuitable. And yet even in that Kingdoin, the Powers thus exer- 
ciſed of late, have been as Unſucceſiful, as they were Unprecedented : So that 
no Neighbouring State hath any Encouragement from thence, to follow ſo 


fatal an Example. In the laſt Plague with which we were viſited, Amo 


Dom. 1665, though none of theſe Methods were made uſe of, much leſs Autho. 
riſed by Parliament; yet the Infection, however great, was kept from ſpread- 
ing it ſelf into the remote Parts of the Kingdom Nor did the City of Lon- 
don, where it firſt appear d, and chiefly rag d, ſuffer ſo long or ſo much, in 
Proportion to the Number of its Inhabitants, as other Cities and Towns in 
France have ſuffer'd, where theſe cruel Experiments have been try dc. 
IV. Becauſe, had ſuch a Part of the Act, as we think ſhould be Repeal- 
ed, been accordingly Repealed, there would ſtill have remained in it a gene- 


ral Clanſe, which gives the Crown all Powers neceſſary to prevent the ſpread- 
ing of Infection, and conſequently, theſe very Powers among the reft, if 
they ſhall be found neceſſary : And therefore there is no need we conceive, to 


have them expreſly granted in the ſame Act of Parliament, which ſeems not 
only to Warrant, but in a particular manner to preſcribe and direct the Uſe 


of them. 


V. Becauſe, the great ur urg'd for continuing theſe powers ſpecified 


in the Queſtion (that they ſhould probably never be put in Execution in the 


Caſes objected to) ſeems to us a clear Reaſon, why they ſhould not be continued; 


for we cannot imagine why they ſhould ſtand enacted, unleſs they are intended 
to be executed; or of what Uſe it will be to the Publick, to keep the Minds of 


the People perpetually alarm'd with thoſe Apprehenſions under which they now 
labour, as appears by the Petitzon from the City of London, lately Rejected. It 
may be an Inſtance of our great Confidence in His Majeſty's Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, when we truſt him with ſuch Powers unknown to the Conſtitution ; but we 


think it ill becomes us to repoſe ſuch Tru, when it tends, in our Opinion, ra- 


ther to render him Terrible than Amzable to his Subjects; and when the 
only Ad vantage he can, (as we conceive) draw from the Truſt repoſed in him, 


is not to make Uſe of it. 


VN. Ebor. Aberdeen, 8 F. Roffen . | 
a + Fr ©" « 
Tree, wm ll © | Gower, 
St. Fobn de Bletſoe, | North and Grey, | Aylesford, 
Strafford, _ I Boles, © Copper. 
Meſton, V | Bat hur /t, | - 
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Three Clauſes in the QUARENTINE-ACT, VII. Georgij. 

A ND be it further Enacted, That if any Perſon Infected with the Plague, or 
obliged to perform Quarentine, ſhall wilfully refuſe or neglect᷑ to Repair wit h- 
in convenient time, af ter due Notice for that Purpoſe given to him, her, or them, by the 
proper Officer, to the Ship, Houſe, Lazaret, or other Place duly appointed for him, 
ber. or them ; or baving been placed in ſuch Ship, Honſe, Lazaret, or other Place, 


Pall eſcape, or attempt to eſcape out of the ſame, whilft be, ſhe, or they ſhall con- 


tinue Infected, or before Quarentine fully performed Reſpectively; It ſhall and may 
be lawful to and for the Watchmen, and other Perſons, appointed to ſee Quarentine 
performed, by any kind of Violence that the Caſe ſhall require, to compel every 
ſuch Perſon ſo refuſing or neglecting, as aforeſaid, and every ſuch Perſon ſo eſca- 
ping, or attempting to eſcape, as aforeſaid, to repair or return into ſuch Ship, Houſe, 


in our Opinion, 
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Lax wet, or other Place, ſo appointed for him, or her, as aforeſaid ;, and erer, ſuck 
Herſon [o refufing or neglecting to repair within convenient time after ſuch Abi ice, as 
aforeſaid, into juch Ship, Houſe, Lazaret, or other Place appointed for him, or her, 
as aforeſaid, and alſo every Perſon actually eſcaping, as aforeſaid, ſhall be adjudged 
Guilty of Felony, and ſhall ſuffer Death as a Felon, n1thout Benefit of Clergy. 

Ard be it farther Enadted, That if any Perſon not Infected, nor liable to per- 


from Quarent ine, ſhall preſume to enter any Ship, Houſe, Laxaret, or other Place 


ſo appointed, as aforeſaid, whilſt any Perſon or Perſons ſo Infected, or being under 
Duarentine, ſhall he therein, and ſhall return, or attempt to return from thence, unleſs 
in ſuch Caſes, and by ſuch proper Licence, as ſhall be directed or permitted by ſuch 
Order or Orders, made or to be made and notified, as aforeſaid; It ſhall and may be 
lawful to and for the Watchmen, or other Perſons appointed to guard or ſecure ſuch 
Ship, Houſe, Lazaret, or other Place, ſo appointed, as aforeſaid, by any kind 
of Violence that the Caſe ſhall require, to compel ſuch Perſon, ſo returning, cr 
attempting to return, to repair into ſome Ship, Houſe, Lazaret, or other Place, jo 
appointed, as aforeſaid, there to continue and perform Quarentine; and in caſe 
ſuch Perſen ſhall actually eſcape out of ſuch Ship, Houſe, Lazaret, or other Place, 
where be, or ſhe ſhall be ſo placed for Performance of Quarentine, before be or ſhe 
ſhall have fully performed the ſame, be or ſhe ſball be adjudged Guilty of Felony, 
and ſhall ſiffer Death as a Felon without Benefit of Clergy. Ts 
And be it further Enacted by the Autbority aforeſaid, That if at any time or 


times bereafter, am City, Town, or Place within Great Britain, or Ireland, 


ſhall be infected with the Plague, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for His Majeſty, 


His Heirs and Succeſſors, to cauſe one or more Line, or Lines, Trench, or Trench- 


es. to be caſt up, or made, about ſuch infected City, Town, or Place, at a convenient 


' Diſtance from the ſame, in Order tocut off the Cummunication between ſuch infe@- 


ed City, Town, or Place, and the reft of the Country , and toprobibit all Perſons, 


Goods, and Merchandizes whatſoever, to enter, paſs, or be carried over ſuch 


Lines or Trenches, ung in ſuch Caſes, and by ſuch proper Licence, and ſubjecł 


to ſuch Regulations and Reſtrid ions for performance of Quarentine, as ſhall be di- 


rected or permitted by any ſuch Order or Orders, made or to be made and notified, 


s aforeſaid; and in Caſe any Perſon or Perſons, being within ſuch Lines or Trench. 


es, or any of them, ſhall, during the time of ſuch Infection, preſume or attempt to 
come out of the ſame, unleſs in ſuch Caſes, and by ſuch proper Licence, and ſubject 
to ſuch Regulations and Keſtridions for Performance of Quarentine, as ſhall be 
directed or u pe. by ſuch Order or Orders, made or to be made and notified, as 
aforeſaid; It ſhall and may be lawful to and for the Watchmen, or Perſons appoint- 
ed to guard or ſecure ſuch Lines or Trenches, or any of them, by any kind of Vio- 
lence that the Caſe ſhall require, to compel all and every ſuch Perſon and Perſons 
to return back within ſuch Lines or Trenches , and in Caſe any Perſon ſhall actu- 


| ally come out of ſuch Lines or Trenches, or any of them (unleſs in ſuch Caſes, and 
| by ſuch proper Licence, and ſul jeò to ach Regulations 9 er * 


aid) every ſuch Perſon ſhall be adjudged Guilty of Felony, and ſuffer Death 
„ö wameu Bene . TESTES 
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Number VII. 
Die Martis, 19 Decembris, 1721. 


The Order of the Day being read, for the taking into further Conſide- ü j 
ration his Majeſty's moſt Gracious Speech from the Throne, a Motion | | 
was made, and the Qucſiion being put, That an humble Addreſs be | 
preſented to his Majeſty, to deſire, that his Majclty would be graciouſly 
pleaſed, to give Orders to the proper Officers, that the Inſtructions given 


to Sir George Byng, (now Lord Viicount Torrington) in relation to ij 
the Action againſt the Spar Fleet in the Mediterrancan, may be laid | 
before this Houle. ! 
It paſsd in the Negative. wh 
Content 24. 1 
Not Content 67. b 
Diſſentieut, 
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1. ECA Us E not finding any Inſtance on ſearching the Journals, we 
D believe there is none, wherein a Motion for Admirals Inſtructions to 
be laid before this Houſe, has been deny'd ; but, on the contrary, there are 
many Precedents of Inſtructions of a like Nature, and in ſtronger Caſes, as 
we conceive, addreſs d for by the Houſe, and ſeveral in point for Inſtruftions, 


— 
——— A — — - 
* 


able, as we could wiſn; and yet it was plainly prejudicial to the Nation in 
ſundry Reſpects; for it occaſtoned an entire Interruption of our moſt valua- 
ble Commerce with Spain, at a Time, when Great Britain needed all the Ad- 
vantages of Peace, to extricate itſelf from the heavy National Debt it lay 
under; and as it depriv'd us of the Friendſhip of Spain, not caſily to be re- 
trieved, i it gave our Rivals in Trade an Opportunity, to inſinuate 
_ themſelves in their Affections: And we conceive, that to that War alone, is 
- owing the {triQ Union there is at preſent between the Crowns of France and 
Spain, which it was the Intereſt of Great Britain, to have kept always divi- 
ded: An Union, which, in its CONSEQUENCES, may prove 
fatal to theſe Kingdoms. Nor does it appear, that Great Britain had any 
Fruit from this War, beyond its being reſtored to the ſame Trade we had with 


given to Admirals, particularly to Sir George Rook, and Sir Cloudeſly Shovel - } 
Nor does it ſeem to us at all material, whether the Conduct of ſuch Admi- ws. 
rals had, or had not been blamed, before ſuch Inſtructions were asked for, 74 
ſince the Sight of Inſtructions may be previouſly and abſolutely neceſſary, to 10 
inform the Houſe, whither their Conduct be blameable or not. 5 1 | 
II Becauſe we think it highly reaſonable, that theſe Inſtructions ſhould be . 
laid before this Houſe, upon which the Action of the Britiſh, againſt the Spaniſh 90 
Fleet in the Mediterranean was founded, without any previous Declaration 0 
of War; and even, whilſt a Brit;jh Miniſter, a Secretary of State, was ami. 1 
cably treating at Madrid, which Court might juſtly conclude it ſelf ſecure Kill. 
from any Hoſtile Attack, during the Continuance of ſuch Negotiation. 1. 
III. P-cauſe till we have a Sight of theſe Inſtructions, and are able to * 
judge of the Rc1ſfons on which they are founded, the Var with Spain, in W 16 
which that Action of our Fleet involved us, does not appear to us fo juſtifi- 1 


Spain, before we begun it. 
V. Ebor. E 
Aylesjord. i Guilford, Bathurſt. 
_ Weſton. || Uxbridge. *."-. 
St. John de Bletſoe. Scarſdale,  Fr.Cefirien. 
Compton. Gower. Trevor, 
Aberdeen, Copper. _ WIR | 
Boyle, | North and Grey. _ | Mi ; 
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From the LON DON GAZETTE, SIemuber 27. 1719. 


; Eſcurial, Sept. 11. 1 33 
N the $th of Auguſt towards Night, the Egli Squadron appear dat tw? 
Illand of Stromboli; and the Marqueſs de Lede having the near Day 


ſ-nt an Officer of the Marine, on Board Admiral Byng, who was at Anchor 


at Cape 4c. telli, rolearn the Motive of his coming, te anſwercd to chat En, 
quiz y, That he had written a Letter, and appointed a Perſon to carry it, aud 


thathe came only as a Friend and Mediator of Peace. 


The Letter was deliver'd into the Hands of the Marquis de Lede, aid was 
in the wie Terms as that which he wrote near Cadiz, and which was deli- 
vered to the King, by Mr. Stanhope, notify ing his Arrival, and his Malters 
Ocd-rs, to caaploy Force of Arms, in Caſe his Majeſty did not deſiſt from 


his Enter prizes en Traly: Only in this laſt Lerter, written to the Marquis 


de Lede, there was this Variation, that inſtead of naming the Dominions of 
the Arch. Duke, he mentioned the Kingdom of Sicih, as a Part comprehend- 
ed in the Neutrality of ay The Perſon, who in the Name of Admiral 
He enter d with the Marqueſs de Lede, made very preſſing Inſtances, that 
ali Operations of War might immediately ceaſe, aud a Suſpenſion of Arms 
be ſneciiily concluded. And it being anſwered on our Part, that this cou'd 


not be done without having the neceſſary Orders firſt from Court, the Eng lif4- 


man was Cifmiſled to return on Board; but before he went, the Marquets de 
Lede reproach'd him with the convoy ing of fourteen Tartanes, having German 


2 


Infantry in them, from Naples: This he excuſed, ſaying, That thoſe Tartanes 


were met near the Coaſt of Sicih, and that his Chici had judg'd, it would 
not be proper to hinder their Paſſage, ſceing they were bound tor Zajeles in 
(ul h, ia, whither indeed they actually went. On this Oecaſion he confirmed, 


That his General was net come to declare War, but only as a 1i:Jiator of 


Peace, and that he would not commit any Hoſtilit xy. 


Admiral Pym being told the Anſwer and Sentiments of the Marquis de Lede, 


ſem the Conſul of his Nation, reſiding in Meſina, to acquaint the Marquis, 
that within 8 Days he would return with his Squadron into that Neighbour— 


hood, and then he hop'd they ſhould eat a Soup together, ſeeing by that Time, 


the Harquis might receive Orders for an entire Concluſion of Pence. 


On the 1cti heenter'd the / aro, with bis whole Squadron, ſtanding to the 


_ CPonthward, our Fleet being gone the ſame Courſe before: He held on his ay 


ih he came into ihe Height of Syracuſa; and on the 11th coming up with the 


 Rear-Gyard of the Marquis Mari, he committed downright Hoſtility, any all 


the Actions of open War. And tho' the King cannot perſnade hinſelf, that 
this Proceeding, (in which, Breach of Faith has ſo great 2 Share) is the Ack 
of the Erlifh Nation: Jet no Body is ignorant that it is the Ejje7 of the ar:f;;l 


Projects of the Miniſtry at London, who are capable of attempting the greateſ Nie. 


o/c, to bring about their Deſigns, which are no I/ perniczons, than fatal to com. 
45 194 F iborty | „%% es e N . | OS: 
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Number VIII. 


Die Jovis 21 Decembris, 1721. 


FT 


edle 3 vice lecla eſe Billa. An Act for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſe: 


tion, and for the better Payment of the Army and their Quarters. 
$netudion being put, Whether this Bill ſhall paſs ? 
i was rclolved in the Affirmative. 8 


y & ÞorP | OR: 
| 17 ji ti. 


{. „ Ecauſe We haveheard no Arguments to convince Us, that there is an“ 

4 > Necelkty for a greater Number of Troops being kept on Foot at this 

Tiny, than there was at:er the Peace of Nefwick, or the Peace of Utrech, for 

is the Argument uregd from the preſent Diſaffedion of tlie People, We 
R ; 


— 
»*. 


alc 
„ 
2117 


E111 
fully perſwaded, That the keeping up ſo gicat an Army, is much mare 1e 
to encreaſe than to leſſen ſuch Diſaffection. ; 


II. Becauſe this Precedent is likely to be folloy”d in ell ſubſequent Times, 
there being no Probability, that a Conjuncture can happen when there will 64 


- 
* % 


leſs apparent Reaſon for Keeping vp a great Number of Forces, than at the 
Tine, of General Tranquility. 

III. Becauſe We conceive there ate ſeveral Clanſis in this Bill, which tend 
to overthrow the Civil Power in this Kingdom, an win it into a Militety 
Government. And we apprehend it to be our Duty to take Cate, thar { 
dangerous aPrecedent may not be made for any futu:e Time, without avevident 
Neceſſity, and it is plain, there is no ſuch Meceility for ereching this Militate 
Power within the Kingdom in Time of Peace, becaute the Aly was of] 


i 


great Concern aſſert, that the Publick is mach lels able te bear ſuch aw 1xcete 


V. Flor. Bathurſt. | Uxbridec. 
F. Roffen, | Tudcafter, | Briſtol, 
F. Ceſl. North and Grey. | Stafford. 


Aberdeen. Foley. - | Scarſdale. 
Guilſord. Boyle. - | Trcvor, 
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Number IX. 

” 1 5 Die Sabbat. 13 Jauuarij, 1721. 

A \Votion was made, that the not p. ing off his Majeſtiy's Ships, when 
they cavic ome from their ſeveral Voyages, according to the Anci- 
ent Viazeof the Navy, but contimming hen in Sca Pay, during the 

inter, till they went out again, has deen one great Cauſe of contra - 


01 WA 15 


ing i» latgc a Navy Debt, and a Qucſtion being ſtated thercupon, tho 


Previous Qusſtion was put, Whether that Queſtion ſhall be now pu: 
It was kecfoived in the Negative, i ug 


„ Pin, | LEY : OS . 
J. 2 Ee zue We conceive the main Qucſtion onght to have been put, ſince 
1 


Conumnaiſfhoners of the Navy (the proper Officers to give Advice in uc bir 
ters) and who then were Men of great Experience, Ability, and rrobity, tor 
being conirary to the ancient Uſage of the Navy, giving great Diſgaſt to 
| the Seamen, and cauſing an unneceſſary Expence of the Publick Money, we 

thought it highly reaſonable, to endeavour, that a Stop thould be put to this 
Method, which was attended with ſo many fatal Conſequences, and we can- 
not but think, the putting and voting the main Queſtion in the Aftirmative, 
would have greatly conduced to that Edv. 5 
II. Becauſe irdid not appear neceſſary, at a Time, when ſo few Men were ei- 
ther granted, or indeed demanded for the Service of any one Year, that the 


Seamen ſhould be treated with ſo much Severity, as not to be paid off, accord- 


ing to the Ancient Uſage of the Navy, but kept in floating Priſons, as the 


ſaid Commillioners of the Navy, very well expreſs it, eſpecially, ſince we find, 
That during the late Wars, when Forty Thouſand Men a Year were granted, 

this was truly thoupht by the ſaid Commiſſioners of th? Navy, a way rather 

to provoke the Seamen to Deſert, than encourage them to come into, or con- 


tinue in the Service, aud to be the Principal, if not the Only Reaſon, why 
it is become ſo diflicult to get them again, when wanted. e 


1 
— * — —— IG 


* 
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{ 
the lractice complained of in it having been from the Year ic, 
very frequcitly repreſented againlt, tothe Admiraity and Ureafury, by to 
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terpoſition of Parliament. 


it ought not to have been done, without his Majeſty's Conſent in Council, 


Ihe Hamble PETITION ot the London. Clergy againſt the Quakers Bill. 


(12) 

III. We thought at this Juncture, when his Majeſty had ſolately, in a mal! 
Gracious Speech from the Throne, ſignified his having ſo bappily eſfabliil.e.. 
Peace throughout Europe, it would be proper, if ever, to uſe our beſt Ende- 
vours, that the Seamen might partake of the Benefit of our Mild and Free 
Government, and not be liable to greater Hardſhips than any ot their Feilow 
Subjects, as we think they will be, if this Practice be ſuffered to conthue. 

IV. Becauſe ſuch Methods ought to be uſed, as will moſt contribute to 
procure the Affections of the Service, which, We think the Ancient Uſage ot 
the Navy, will in this Caſe beſt Effect, by which, they will have the Satisfa- 
ction to ſpend their Money within the Kingdom, tor the Benefit and Suppor: 


cot their Families, as formerly, when the Ships were paid oft, at their Return 
Home from their ſeveral Voyages, and will, we hope, prevent their abſcond- 


ing from, aud Deſerting the Service, and engage them cheaitully to enter into 
ir, whenever there hall be Occaſion. Whereas according to the late Practice 
by the Opinion of the ſaid Commithorers of the Navy, the Difficulty of get- 
ting ther in che Spring, chiefly ariſes from keeping them all the Winter, and 
yet the Difliculty of getting them again, Is aſlign'd, as the only Reaſon tor 
keeping them in Pay, during the Winter, altho' it amounts to an intollerable 
Charge upon the Kingdom, ic appearing by one of the Papers now upon the 


Table, That keeping tbeu in Pay all the Winter, comes to near five times as 


much as raiſing them again in the Spring. = BEE 

V. V e cannot but think it a very unuſual way of arguing in a Houſe of 
Parliament, That a Queſtion ought not to be put, becauſe it is generally ad- 
mitted to be true, tho? at the ſame Time there may be too much Reaſon to 
believe, that the Praftice complained of, will not be altered without the In- 


' * 


VI. We cannot conceive, that the Treaty with Sweden could make it neceſ- 
ſary, as was alledged, to keep the Men in Pay all the Winter, ſince it appears 
by the Papers upon the Table, that very little, or no Time would have been 


loſt, if the old Method of the Navy of raiſing them in the Spring had been 


follow'd, by which, Money would have been ſaved to the Publick, eſpecially 


ſince their fo early arrival there, did neither prevent Landing the Czar's Troops 
upon Sweden when and where they pleaſed, nor by any Action at Sea contri- 
| bute to weaken his Naval Strength. 


Laoftly, we take it to be very clear, that if any Neceſſity or ſufficient Rea- 
ſon was foreſeen at any Time, for the diſpencing with this Rule of the Navy, 
it being as we conceive, a Fundamental Maxim in the Government of the Na- 
vy, and a moſt effential Part of his Majeſty's Royal Prerogative, That no 
Rule or Etabliſhment in the Navy, whether Written or Unwritten, and Cuſ- 
romary, onght to be, or can regularly be abrogated, altered, or diſpens'd 


with, but by his Majeſty's Conſent in Council, 1 in 10 weighty a 


Point, as ſpending the Publick Treaſures ſo much faſter than it need bare 
heen, in a Proportion above mentioned, and therefore we thought it expedi- 
ent, that the main Queſtion ſhould have been put and voted in the Affirma- 


tive, that this Great an! Uſeful Prerogative of the Crown, might, by cenſu- 


ring what we take to be a Breach thereof, (tho with the Temper recom- 
mended from the Throne) have been the better preſerv'd for the future. 
VPV. Ebor. Uxbridge.] Aberdeen. 
North and Grey. | Guilford. | Maſham. 


Gower. i Trevor, | Briſtol, 
Strafford. I Bathurſt. | 
7 Compton. Comper. a | 
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Shemot h, 1 | N | 5 | : 
T HAT chere is a Bill now depending in your Lordſhip's Houſe, enti- 

ruled, An AG for granting the People call'd Duakers, ſuch For ms of Aﬀrr- | 
ratio i Declaration, as may remove the Difficulties which many of them lie under. 
Vinh 2), mould it paſs into a Law, as it may, in its Conſequences, nearly 


2 C1) 
affect the Property of the Subject in General, ſo will it in a more eſi c ial Nan 
ner encanger the legal Maintenance of the Clergy by Tythes : Inafmuch as 
the People called Quakers, pretend ta deny the Payment of Tythes, upon 2 
Principle of Conſcience; aud therefore, as your Petitioners apprehend, may 
be under ſtrong Inducements to eaſe their Confcience in that KeſpeR, by viols- 
ting it in another, when their ſimple Affirmation, in behalf of Friends of the 
lame Perſuaſion, ſhall pats in all Courts of Juſtice for legal Evidence. 

However the Injurics, that your Petitioners, in their private Rights, may 
poſſibly ſuffer, are, as they ought to be, of ſmall Account with them, in Com- 
pariſon of the Miſchiefs which may redound to Sociery from the Indulgence 
intended; as it ſeems to imply, that Juſtice may be duly Adminiſtied, and 
Government ſupported, without the intervention of any ſolemn Appeal to God, 
as Witneſs of the Iruth of what is ſaid, by all Perſ-ns in Cafes of great Im- 

portance to the common Welfare : Whereas your Petitioners are firmly per- 
ſuaded, that an Oath was inſtituted by God himſelf, as rhe ſureſt Bond of 


Fidelity among Men, and hath been eſteemed and found fo to be, by the 
Wiſdoim and Experience of all Nations, in all Ages. 


But that which chictly moves your Petitioners to apply to your Lordſhips. 


is, their ſerious Concern, leſt rhe Minds of good Mea ſhould be grieved and 
wounded, and the Enemies of Chriſtianity 'Iriumpb, if they hall fee ſuch 
Condeſcenſions made, by a Chriſtian Legiſlature, to a Sect of Men, who 


renounce the Divine Inſtitutions of Chriſt, particularly That, by which the 


Faithful are initiated into his Religion, and denominated Chriſtians; and 
who cannot, on this Account, according to the uniform Judgment and Pra- 
| Rice of the Catholick Church, be deem'd worchy of that ſacred Nane. 

Tour Petitioners do moreover crave leave to repfelent to your Lordſhips, 
That, upon the beſt Information they can gain, the Inſtances wherein any 
Quaker hath refuſed the ſolemn Affirmation preſcribed by an Act in the ſe- 


venth and eighth of Villiam III. have, from the pailing that Act to this Day, : 
been exceeding rare; ſo that there might be ground to hope, that the conti- 


nued Uſe of the ſaid folemn Affirmation would, by degrees, have cured that 


People of 4i1 thoſe unreaſonable Prejudices againſt an Oath, which the Favorr 


Celign'd them by their Bill may tend to Strengthen and Confirm. 
- And your Petitioners humbly leave it to your Lord thips wiſe Deliberation, 


Whether ſuch an extraordinary Indulgence, granted to a People already (as 

zs conceived) too Numercus, may not conti ibute to multiply their Se, and 

tempt Pecfons to profeſs themſelves Quakers, in order to be exempted from 
the Obligation of Oaths, and ro ſtand upon a Foot of Privilege, not allowed 


to the beſt Chriſtians and Subjects in the Kingdom. 
Four Petitioners-therefore humbly hope, that theſe. and other Conſiderations 


which may offer themſelves to your Lordſhips great Wiſdom, may induce your 


Lordſhips not to give your Conſent to the patling this Bill into a Law. 
e e And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. 
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Number IX. 5 
5 Die Mercurij 17 Die Famlarij 1727. 
A Motion being made that the ſaid Petition be rejected? After Debate, 
The Queſtion was put, whether the ſaid Petition ſhall be rejected! 

It was reſolved in the Affirmative. „ 
Diſſentient, 


I. ECAUSE the Right of Petitioning, in 2 legal Manner, to legal Pur 


poſes, does, we apprehend, appertain by Law and Uſage, to the 


free People of this Realm; and is as eſſential to the Subject, acting within 
his due Bounds, as the Liberty of Debate is to the Conſtitution of Parlia- 


ment. And this Right, as it extends to the petitioning even for the Repeal 
of Acts now in force, by which the People think themſelves aggrieved z ſo 


ir juſtifies them yet more, in repreſenting their humble Senſe of any new Law, 
while it is under the Conſideration of Parliament. Nor are the Clergy, we 
preſume, leſs privileged, in Relation to the Exerciſe of this Right, than 
any other of his Majeſty's —_— On the contrary, we believe them 3 
RE worthy 
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worthy of enjoying it, and as capable of exerting it to viſe and good Ends, 
as any Rank of private Men 1n the Kingdom. 5 ; 

II. Becauſe the Petition rejected is, in our Opinion, proper and inoffenſive, 
both as to the Matter and Manner of it : Since it partiy relates to the pe- 
cular Rights of the Clergy in point of Tythes, and partly expreſſes their 
Fears, (us we conceive, not altogether groundleſs) Jeaſt the Sect of Quakers, 
alrea!y 100 numerous, ſhould, by this new Indulgence, be greatly multipli- 
ed; and leaft the Honour of Religion ſhould any ways ſuffer, an? theFoun- 
dations or Government be ſhaken by what is intended; both which it is the 
particular Duty of their Function to uphold and ſecure. We are not there- 
zore apprekenfive, that it misbc. ame their Characters to interpoſe on any of 
theſe important Points: And the way, in which they have done it, muſt ſeem 
to us free from Exception, till ſome Paſſage in their Petition is pitch'd up- 
on, as obnoxious, and cenſured by the Houſe; which, as yet, hath not been 
done. | | . ; 3 

III. Eecauſe the Petition ſuggeſts a particular Grievance under which the 
Clergy wil iuffer by this Act, more than any other Order of Men ; which, 
2s it had never been obſerved in the Debates on the Bill, ſo was allowed to de- 
terve the onlileration of the Houſe. And therefore, had there been any 
other part of their Petition leis unexceptionable (as we apprehend, there 1s 
not) yet we do not think, that it was reaſonable to lay aſide the whole, on 
that Account, and rejec what was acknowledg'd fit to be conſidered, for the 
{ake of what was thought improper to be offered. - 
IV. Becauſe the Clergy of London are not in general ſo liberally provided 
tor, but that they have reaſon to be watchful in Relation to any Step that 
may unwarily be taken, towards diminth.ng their Maintenance; which we 
look upon, as not duly proportioned to their Labours, in populous Pariſhes, 
and to the various Imployments given them by Inſidels, and Hereticks, Pa- 
piſts, and divers Sects of Men diſſenting from the Church eſtabliſhed by Law, 
with which this Metropolis is known to abound. And as their Situation 
gives them near Opportunities of obſerving and knowing what may be ſtirred 
min Parliament, to the Prejudice of their Order; ſo we cannot but think that 
it becomes them to make uſe of that Advantage, in behalf of their diſtant 
Brethren, as often as need ſhall require; eſpecially at a Time when the Re- 
preſentatives of the Clergy are not attending in Convocation, and in a Ready- 
neſs to exert their known Right of apply ing to the Legiſlature on all ſuch Oc- 
Chon: 5 5 - : | | 

V. Becauſe the London. Cl Ergy, from hence the Petition came, are, in Our 
Opinion, and have been always eſteemed, of great Conſideration, with Re. 

ipect to their extenſive Influence, and their Ability to be ſerviceable to the 
State in important Conjunctures. From this Body of Men have proceeded ma- 
ny of the moſt eminent Lights of the Church, and Ornaments of the Biſhop's 
Bench, elſpecially ſince the Revolution; and, in the Reign preceding it, their 
never tobe forgotten Labours put a Stop to the Torrent of Popery, then 
ready to Cverfioœ us. On which, and many other Accounts, we cannot but 
with, that the Applications at any time mace to this Houſe by the City- Cler- 
, might be received with Regard and Tenderneſs; and a more than or. 
„mar, Indulgence allowed them, at a Time, when fo great Favours are about 
do be beſcaweg on the profeſſed Opugners of their Function and Maintenance, 
VI. hedanſe by Experience we find, that the treating, in this Manner, 2 
titien tren sny great and conſiderable Body of Men, is not the beſt way 
to alla the Jealonſtes, and extinguiſh the Uneaſineſs that occaſioned it; 2 
very cizry Effect having followed (according to the beſt of our Obſer- 
vation) hem the reje ding a Petition lately offered by the City of London. 
nd rio oftner ſuch Inſtances are repeated, the more, we fear, the Diſaffecti- 
ohe People will increaſe, who thinking themſelves under Hardſhips from 
which they defire to be relieved, may look upon it as a new, and yet great- 
er Hudhip, not to be heard. And though the modeſt and dutiful De- 
meanor of the Clergy ſhonid no ways contribute to theſe Conſequences, yet 
we kno not how tar this may be the Cafe, with reſpett to their Flocks - 
to won their Perſons and Characters are dear. and who may therefore bs 
induced by the Reverence they bear to their Paſtors, tc expreſs as mch 


(Coxcrn on their Account, as they would on their own. For which Rea: 


jon 


( i5 ) 


ſon ĩt was our earneſt Deſire, that this ſecond, and in our Opinion, dangerous 
Experiment, might not have been made. 


FT. Ebor. | I 


Straffc ord, G zilford, 

Weſton, E. of Arran. Foley, Cowper 
Urchri 7 | North Grer * 

xbridge, orth and Grey, Aberdeen, 
Scarſdale, | Gower, Bathur /t, 
Compton ) fr ever, flontjoy, Viſc. 7 ꝛudſos, 
Briſtol, Bingley, Fr. Reffen, 
Conningsby, St. Fohn de Bletſoe, 
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nope ol | Die Vneris 19 Januar, 1721. 
Hodie 3* vice lecta eſt Billa, Entituled, An Act for Crauting the People 
called Quakers, ſuch Forms of Afiirmatioa, and Declaration, as 
may remove the Difficulties which many of them lye nader. 
The Queſtion was put, Whether this Bill ſhall Paſs ? 
It was reſolved in the Affirmat ie. 


 Diſſentient. 

Wi. Cant. Jo. Oxon. - - %% Co 

I DD ECAUSE the Priviledge allowed by this Bill to the Quakers, are 
. without Example, and no ways proportioned to the Steps formerly 

taken towards a gradual Indulgence of them. For, whereas they have been 


hitherto under the real Obligation of an Oath, tho diſpenced with as to ſome 
Formalities, with Reſpect to the Manner of wording, and taking it, they 


are now altogether rel-1{ed both from the Form and Subſtance of an Oath, 


and admitted to profeſs Fidelity, and give Teſtimony upon their ſimple 
Affirmation: Nor are theſe gicat Priviledges indulged to them (as the Leſs 
were) trom time to time, and by degrees, but are at once made Perpetual. 


II. Be auſe we look upon the Qnakers, who reject the two Sacraments of 
_ Chriſt, and are, as far as they ſo do, unworthy of the Name of Chriſtians, 


to be on that account, unworthy allo of receiving ſuch diſtinguiſhing Marks 


of Favaur. -- - -- „ | „„ 
III. Fecauſe the Quakers, as they renounce the Inſtitutions of Chrift, ſa 
have not given even the Evidence by Law required, of their Pelict of his Di- 
- vinity : It no ways appearing to us (nor, do we believe it can be made ap- 
pear) that ever ſince they were firſt Indulged [1 V. and .] one Quaker in an 


* 


| hundred hath Subſcribed the Profeſſion of Chriſtian Belief directed by that A; 


nor could we, upon a Motion made in the Houſe, prevail, that they ſhon): 
even no, be Obaged by ſuch previous Subſcription, to Intitle themſelves to 


the new and extraordinary Favours deſigned them. The Conſequence of 


which muſt, in our Opinion, be, That they will encourage themſelves yer far- 


ther in their Averſion to ſubſcribe that Profeſſion of Chriſtian Belief; which : 
they ſeem more to decline than even the taking of an Oath; ſince great Num- 
bers of them have ſworn, rho' very few have Subſcribed that Profeſſion. Nor 


are we without Apprehenſions, that it mayrefle& ſome Diſhonour on the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, if the Evidence given by ſuch Perſons on their bare Word, thai! 


by Law, be judged of equal Credit with the ſolemn Oath of an ackncm- 


ledged Chriſtian, and fincere Member of the Eſtabliſhed Communion. 


IV. Becauſe we look upon it as highly unreaſonable, that, in a Kingdom, 
where the Nobles, the Clergy and Commons are obliged to Swear Fealty to 


the Crown, and even the Sovereign himſelf takes an Oath at his Coronation; 
a particular Se& of Men, who refuſe to ſerve the State, either as Civil Offi- 
cers, or Soldiers, ſhould be entirely releaſed from that Obligation: Since *tis 
natural to expect, that Perſons thus Indulged, as to the Mariner of Profetling, 
and the Meaſure of Performing their Allegiance, ſhould, by Degrees, be in- 


duced totally to withdraw it, till they become as bad Subjects as Chri- 


ſtians. 
V. Be- 
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v. Becauſe tho ſuch extraordinary Privileges, . are allowed to the Sect of 
Quakers by this Bill, yet there is no Mark or Teſt, preſcribed by it, or by 
any other Act, by which it may certainly be ko. ; Who are Quakers, 
and conſequently, who are, or are not intitled to thoſe Priviledges. From 
whence this Inconveniepce may ariſe, that many, not really-Quakers, may 
yet ihel;er themſelves under the Cover of that Name, cn purpole to be Relea- 
{ed tram the Obligations of Oaths; it not being, we conceive, in the Power 
ot the Magiſtrate, as this Bill ſtands, to oblige any Perſon to take an Oath, 
who, at the time of tendring it, ſhall profeſs himſelf a Quaker: So that the 
Concetlion now made to that Sect, may prove a great Inlet ro Hypocriſy and 
Falthood, and will naturally tend towards increaſing their Numbers; which, 
we rather with, may be every Day diminiſhed. 

V1. Becauſe we do not apprehend that the Quakers, as a Sect, are really un- 
der ſuch Scruples in Point of an Oath, that it is neceſſary to eaſe them by ſuch 
an Att ; few of them having, for five and twenty Years paſt, ſince their ſo- 
lemn Afirmartion (equivalent to an Oath) was enacted, ever refuſed to com- 
ply with it : And, ! ould this have now and then happen d, yet, when the 
great Pody of any fort of Sectaries are at Eaſe in their Conſciences, the Scru- 
ples of a. few, we think, ought not to be regarded; eſpecially, it con. 
tuning the Law now in Force will probably extinguith thoſe Scruples, and 
the Repeal of it will certainly give new Lite and Strength to them. 

VII. Be anſe the Security of the Subjects Property, which depends upon 
Teſtimony, ſeems to us to be leſſened by this Act the Reverence of an Oath 
having been always obſerved to operate farther towards the Diſcovery of 
Truth, than any other leſs ſolemn Formof Aſſeveration. Nor can the Qua- 
kers be excepted in this Caſe; whoſe awful Apprehenſions of an Oath ap- 
pear, from their earneſt Endeavours to decline it. And therefore, where the 
Payment of Tythes, by them held to be ſinful, is concerned, they will have 
ſtrong Inducements to diſguiſe the Truth, in what they imply affirm, rather 

than wound their Conſciences and Credit, by contributing towards the Sup- 
port of {ach an Antichriſtian Payment. In other Caſes of Property, their 
Intereſt only will Claſh with their Veracity ; but the Double Motive of In- 
| tereſt and Conſcience, will Influence them with reſpect to the Clergy ; whoſe 
| Calling, and Maintenance, they equally condemn. _ 5 | 
VIII. Becauſe the Inducement, mentioned in the Bill, towards granting 
the Quakers theſe Favours, That they are well Affected to the Government (a 
Poſition, of which we have ſome doubt) might, we apprehend, be improved 
into a Reaſon for granting like Favours fro Deis, Arians, Jews, and even to 
Heat bend themſelves; all of which may poſſibly be, as ſome of them certain- 
1y are, Friends to the Government. However their Friendſhip, We preſume, 
would be Cultivated at too great an Expence, if, for the ſake of it, any 
thing ſhould be done by the Legiſlature, which might weaken the Security of 
all Goyernments, an Oath; and, by that Means, do more Miſchief to the 
State, in one ReſpeR, than it brought Advantage in another. And we the 
rather thus chooſe to Reaſon, becauſe an Argument was urged in the Debate, 
and no ways diſallowed, that, if Heathens themſelves were equally of Uſe to 
the State, as the Quakers are, they ought alſo equally by Law to be Indul- 
ged: Whereas our firm Perſwaſion is, That, as no Man ſhould be perſecu- 
ted for his Opinions in Religion; ſo neither ſhould any Man, who is known 
to avow Principles deſtructive of Chriſtianity, however uſeful he may o- 


therwiſe be to the State, be encouraged by a Law purpoſely made in his Fas- 
vour, to continue in thoſe Principles. . 
V. E bor. r Aberdeen, 
tr. Roſen. I F. Ceſtriens, | Trevor, 
Gower. 


St. Fobn de Bletſoe, Compton 
Montzoy, Viſc. Windſor. | Sailbbury, | Mo 
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The Order of the Day (for the Houſe, to be in a Committee, to take 
into further Conſideration, the Caules of Contracting ſo large a Navy 
Debt, and the Inſtruction to the ſaid Committee, That they do in the 
firſt Place conſider of the Occaſion of that Part of the ſaid Debt, which 
ariſes, from having employ'd more Men in the Sea Service, in any 
Year, than were Provided for by Parliament, fot ſuch Ycar, and for 
the not paying off all the Seamen at Wiater) being call'd for. 

A Motion was made, and the Queſtion was put, That Authentick Co- 
pics of the ſeveral Treaties, Inſtructions and Orders, relating to the Br;- 
71/5 Squadrons being ſent into the Baltick for ſeveral Years laſt paſt, 
be laid before this Houſe, that the true Occaſion of that Part of the 
Navy Debt, which the Committee is inſtructed to conſider in the firſt 

Place, may the better appear; as alſo that the Act of Settlement has 
not been infiringed by thoſe ſeveral Northern Expeditions? 

It was Reſolved in the Negative. 1 

Content 23. 2 85 

Not Content 60. 


' Diſſentient. 


1. B Ecauſe it being now admitted by the Houſe, in the Inſtruction given 


to the Committee; That the Navy Debt was encreaſed by empleying 
more Men in the Sea-Service, than were Provided for by Parliament, and by 
not Paying them oft in the Winter; the Intention of the Houſe in that Inſtru- 


Aion, mutt, in our Opinion, manifeſtly be to dire the Committee, to inquire | 
into the true Occaſion and Reaſonableneſs of thoſe Services, by which the 
Navy Debt was encreaſed, and that End could not, we think, be any ways 


attained, without a Sight of thoſe Treaties, Inſtructions, and Orders, upon 


which thoſe Services were founded; ſince the conſidering the Occafion of an 
extraordinary acknowledged Expence, muſt, We conceive, imply an Inquiry 


into the true Cauſes, for which, ſuch an Expence was made. We did therefore 
think it neceſſary, to deſire Copies of the Treaties, Inſtrudions, and Orders, 


relating to the ſeveral Baltick Expeditions, becauſe, without them We could 


not poſlibly learn the true Reaſons of thoſe Expeditions, and it ſeemed to Us 


incongruous, that the Houſe ſhould direct an Inquiry, and not contribute to it, 
by directing alſo thoſe Materials to be laid before the Committee, which alone 


could render ſuch an Inquiry effectual. 


Jeſs for ſich an one, as tends to Approve, Excuſe, or Blaine the Meaſures of 


| thoſe in Power, ſince We cannot think it ſuitable, either to the Rules of Rea- 
fon, or the Dignity of Parliament, to proceed to Reſolutions, relating to the 


Conduct of Miniſters, upon Facts ſtated by the Miniſters themſelves. 

III. Becauſe Motions for ſuch Papers and Inſtruments, have been frequently 
made and comply'd with; nor bath any ſuch Motion ever (as far as we can 
learn) till of late, been refuſed, the only Paper included in the general Moti 


on, that we thought any ways doubtful whether we ſhould obtain, was the 


Lord Cartaret's Inſtructions, which was moved for before in this Seſſion, with- 
out Succeſs: However, we had Hopes of prerailing, even for Sight of that 
Paper, when it became neceſſary, as we apprehend. to Quality the Committee 

of the whole Houſe to do the Work appointed by the Houſe. — 

IV. Becauſe the great Increaſe of the Navy Debt, aroſe from the frequen: 
ſending of ſtrong Squadrons to the Baltick, and continuing them there at Sea- 
ſons of the Year, when the Britiſh Fleet has ſeldom been known to have been 
employed, fo far from Home. and in ſo rugged a Climate ; and therefore we 
thought it reaſonable to expect the fulleſt Satisfaction in our Inquiries into the 
Gronnds of Expeditions, which __ been carried on in ſo unuſual, expenſive, 


Il. Becauſe the Want of ſuch Authentick Papers and Ipſtruments could no 
ways, we think, be ſapply'd by any verbal Repreſentations, that might be 

made by Lords in the Miniſtry, as Facts occurred to their Memory in the De- 

bate, this being no ſufficient Foundation for any Parliamentary 1 much 
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ard hazardous a Manner, which the more CLULAOIGIRGLS — . 2 $60 mare 


on which they were founded: Where2s we are now apprehenlive, that any 
Reſolutions on this Head, may loſe much of their Weight and Influence, 


infringed by thoſe Northern Expeditions; a Point of the utmoſt Conſequence 


tothe preſent Ef.abliſhment, and on which therefore all our Care aud Circum- 


ithath, or hath not been Violated; an] one great Inducement to our Enquiry | 
into the Obſervation of that aw, was the Jealouſy entertained (as we con- 
ceive) on that Head, by many oi his Mazeity's good Subjects, obſerving that 
the War in the North, ended at laſt in a Peace, which {tripped reden of all 
its bet Prorinces, and confirmed the Acquiſition of them to the ſeveral Nor- 


thern Powers concerned, without any particular Advantage, that we hear of 


tpulated in Behalf of Greet Britain, befides that of a new Guaranty for the 
Prteitant Succehion A Sight of the ſaid Treaties, Inſtructions and Orders, 
miphrpahaps hive diſpell'd theſe Apprehenlions, and theretore we thought it 
our Duty to mare for them, and to expreſs our Concern, that ſach a Motion 
was over-ruled; for we can!07 think the Argument uſed to diſcourage Us from 
infijting on that Motion, [Th:t it exounted to an Enquiry, Whether the King had 
broke his Cor onatic O was conſiſtent with the Freedom of Parliament, or 
aprecable to the known Rules of our Conſtitution, which free the Crown from 
all Blame. and fippoſe Thoſe only, who give pernicious Counſels; anſwerable 
for the fatal ESectsot then. e ol 
J. Ehur, Strafford. Gomer. 

n per. Biol. F. Ceſrien. 

Trevor. Aylesfurd | Aberdeen. 
Arth and Grey, | Gerd. Foley. „ 

5 eſti, | Rye. 5 St. John de Blet ſce. 

Compton. F. Ren. Monti. 

Uxbridge. | Bath. 
; Bivgley. , Scar ſdule. | 
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Then the Houle (according to Order) was Adjourn'd, dueing Picofore: 
i | ; f 6 5 ö | . . : i & 8 N a x = 3 7 : = _—_ IN K Ps : : * : . 
and put iuto the ſand Committee. and aiter ſoime Ti ne pont there: 
il P Wag mo 7 » * (u. A * 4) J th * E. y Y C1: 37 3 12 * 2 | ; 
in, Ihc FOUC. WAS ISCHUINCTHU, ANC TIE well Ol LUl CriC/tt ACPORQC 


from the Committce, Ihat they had come to two Reidlutions, wle 


ice 
** * 6s: 4% & 7-I4 C17 a: E 71 : 510 ' | SR — 81 "a. ] 12 3 

he was directed to Report, v hen tre Houſe wil! PICRIC to receive the ſane. 

ORDER'D, : ; . 


„ N 1 TY _ 3 "IN | . 1 ng 5 
That the Report be now received. 


Hlis Lordſhip accordingiy Reported the following Reſolutions, vg. 


That it is the Opinion of this Conunittce, That the Employing great Numbers 
_ of Scamen, for feveral Years laſt paſt, more than were provided for b: 
Parliament, and thereby increaſins the Debt of rhe Navy, was occaſioned 
by %ervices, witch either were purſuant tothe previous Advice. or had the 
ſublequent Approbation of oe or bath Houſes of Parliament, and which 
werealio necelſary for the Saſety of the Kingdom, and the Tranquility ot 
Lo HV ORE, | | ” | 
That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That the Nature of the ſaid Servic: 
neceſſarily requiring ſome of his Majeſty's Squadrons to be kept ont the 
u hole Year, and detaining others Abroad, 'till the Months of November or 
December, aud it being requiſite to fit oat the ſaid Squadrons in the Month 
| | GT 


of February, or the Beginning of 11 rah, in Order to their Sailing early: 
the Spring. the Paying them off upon their Euturn „ Was inconſiſtent iet 
the due 1 erlormance of thoſe Services, nor cg Tm the ſaving, (if any) by 


ſuch Pay: nent, have in any Degree made Amen!s for the ill Conſ guences, 
which muſt thereby have ariſen from the Dif 2preintinent to the Service. 


Which Reſolutions were Read by the Clerk, Aud th: fir Rftutfon being road = 
Jecond Time, The Queſt ion was put, Whether to agi de H 19 Colrmree fn 205 
Reſolution ? 

It was Refolved in the Affirmative. 2 
70% entlent. | | | 
I. Y Ecauſe this Reſointion ſeems to Caln with the Lak ion from who, 
I 11 ſprung which was to conſider the {ccahion of dle Increaſe of th 


, Ci 
Navy Debt that aco& from e: nploy ing more Men in ne Sen Service "lf 2 Wore: 
provided for by Parliament: Whereas from the Refolution, it 1 8 7310) 
that the 1 coralioned the Debt, wot what real Occilion or Revo: the 1 
was ſor thoſe Services which yet was the Point we ſuppule x hielly in Vis 1e . 41d 
mot weithy a Parliamentary Enguiry, 

II. Becauſe thoſe Services 1c in cis Re 1 100 ſuppoſod tobe zal tified be 
the previous Advice, or ſabſequ nt Approbitiom of one or both Houle: of Par- 
lament. Whereas it did not any ways appear to Us, that eicher Hou . or 
Parliuncut had p. evioully adviſed, or ſubte CO! ele ar pior'd th Services, 
tho' the Vouchers in that Rep: <t were often and ext: itly required: or 08 
it appear to Us, how that Allerdion is warranted, either by general Exprelli- 
ons in Votes and Addreſſes, or by a State of the N wy Deb: Communicarcd 

every Tear to the Parliament, aud aher tore, biting JE the 4K, as to the 

Evident pointed a at, We could wilh, that t 7 (wen of yl. Navy Debt 44 
been explained and juſtified by an Enquiry into the End; aud Reaſor 8 tor 
which it was contracted. But this Way not being taken, nor bei ing p' idle to 
be iaken, till he Treatics, Inſtructions, and Orden 18 requiſite to this Pur- 
Poſe were produted, We know not in what Sent, either thoſe Sea Services, or 
that great Navy Deb! they ca:{cd, may be ſad wo bave be en UppIoV ed by this 
or the other Houſ e of Parliament. 5 

III. Eecaule had „e been duly informed of the true Motives: upon which 
thoſe Services were undurtaken. and thereby enzbled to judge of the ir Reaſon- 
ablenels as we think we in no Degrez2 were) yet, ill we mult be of Opinion, 
that thoſe © onfiCerativas, how imporcant ſever, woluu'd not have Jultihed the 
Exod, he Nu. nber of Men aSkod of, and allowed | vy Parliament, „which 

noch! 18 rablorite and unture!: <2] Neceflity can ever execute: Wi nercus the 
Oel, ot theſe Cx: raor inary I Expences were eeleen; 3 And he Flcets were 
{ent out tor winy Years ſucce: Hively, ſitting the Par] anent, without any 8 
vous Deminds, made of ſuch! Supplies, as Were Pio port! ned [9 the Fx: NE. 
intended ; and we 41 further of pinion, That Wlienever fic a Debt is una. 
Vo; 1040! Ly iacurred, . ould be ſp eclall 1 liate Is 10 me Parlia aehnlt, taget tr 
- with che Necctiity that occationed it, at their next Allembling, that tt; ie Ex: uſa 
muy be then eicher allowed, or cenſured. and the Exceedings provided for in 
Tine, inftead of being ſuffered to run on for many Years together, till an 
: inſ pporta; dle D br is contracted, without any other Notice taken of the Rea- 
ons of its Growth, than the laying Annually a general State of the Debt on 
the Table of the Houſe of Commons. This vie Conceive to have been tis 
Ca, auch if it be, do not Err, we think, in Affirming. That had the Serv ies 
522r'd to huve been neceſſary, yet this Mann er ol encreaſing the Debt, would 


Nee 


085 Dave been Wa rranted. 


IV. Neither can we C0! nprehend how the Safety of the Kingd om depended 7a 


upon thoſe extraordinary Services, ſome of which were performed in the 
Mediterranean, chers r the Balt ich, againſt Powers not at Enmity with Great 
GE, whoſe Fricudihip, (it ſeeris ro Us) We ſhould rather have cultivate, 
1 whoſe Keſentinents u. : had, aud ttiithave (we fear Reaſon to apprehend. 
W. 2 cannot but think it the true Intereſt of Great Eritain, to intermeddle, as 
Til as pollible in the Qrarrels of Harps, and then, by our Good Offices, 


chiefly homey declaring any Reſolution to ſupport our Mediation by Force, or 


making our elxes either Principals or Parties in Wars tt do not immediate 
Iy concern "Vs 0. look upon our Navy (the Natural s dechrity of our Gand“ 
as 199 m ch hazardes , and ſome chief Branches or our Trade, as highly en- 


Aungered by tue ont 'QUENTES of thoſe remote Ex pedi itions; Nor ale we. ye * 
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of the Queſtion. 


mw "wes. 


ta) 


| fatisfied, that tbe peace by Us mediated, and concluded in the North, tatn 


not made the Proviſion of Naval Stores for our Fleet, more precarious than 
formerly, tho' on that ſingle Article, the Safety of the Kin dom may poſſbl; 
depend. Nor can we judge the preſent Tranquility likely to laſt, ſince after all 


our Expence, the late Northern Peace hath reduced Sweden ſo low, and left the 


Czar in Poſſeſſion of ſuch Provinces, as may render him very formidable; and 


what Matters may ſtill remain unadjuſted in Treaties, whereby the preſent 
Tranquility may ſoon be diſturbed, we cannot determine, fince we have not 
been indulged in our Deſire of inſpecting thoſe Treaties. 


V. E bor. Stroſford. Scarſdale. 
Comper. Briſtol. Gower. 
Trevor. Aylesford. F. Ceſtrieu. 
North and Grey. | Guilford. | Aberdeen, 
eon, (E. of Arran.) Boyle, (E. of Orrery)| Foley. 
Compton. F. Roffen. St. Fobn de Bletſoe. 
Uxbridge. | Bathurſt. | Bingley. 
Number XIV. 


The other Reſclution being Read a ſecond Time, The Queſtion was 
Whether to agrce with the Committce in this Reſolution ? 
It was Reſolved in thc Affirmative. _ 
Difſentient. ons 


pur, 


I. 1D Fcauſe that Part of the Queſtion, which concerns ſuch of his Majeſty's 


Ships, as are ſaid, hut not proved, to have been neceſſarily kept our 


the whole Year, has not the leaſt Relation, as we conceive, to any thing that 
has been yet objected to, which was, the not paying Ships that came home 
before Winter, and ought, by the ancient Uſage of the Navy, to have been 


Paid off, and therefore, we cannot but think, was very 1mproperly made Part 


II. Becauſe it being admitted in the Queſtion, that the ancient Uſage of the 


Navy, was, That all Ships, when they returned Home from their ſeveral voy- 
ages, ſhould not be kept in Pay, during the Winter, (as was the Caſe of the 
Inte Baltick Squadrons, for ſome Years paſt) and it not having been made ap- 


pear, (as we think,) in a Parliamentary way, That by any Treaty with Sweden 
it was neceſſary to ſend Ships ſooner in any Year, than might have been Ca- 


ſiſtent with the ſaid ancient Uſage, we are of Opinion, That the Reſolution 
will encourage the Practice complained of, and will greatly contribute to 


make Fleets, (ſo much the Honour and Security of this Kingdom) too | 


Cutts to be ſupported. 


III. Becauſe we cannot but be ſurpriſed, there ſhould be the leaſt Doubt, 


as in the Queſtion, whether any Money might have been ſaved, by pa ying off 
the Men, when it appears by a Paper upon the Table, That ſeveral Ships Com- 
panies, amounting to many Thouſands of Men, have been kept in Pay, du- 
Ting the Winter; which Expence we cannot but think, ought to have been avoid- 
ed, it appearing from other Papers and Repreſentations upon the Table, That 
dy paying the Men off, more than five Parts in ſix of the whole Sharge of 
_ thoſe Men, during the Winter, had been ſaved to the Publick 1D 
IV. Eecauſe a Reſolution of this Houſe, that ſeems ro Countenance a Pra- 
ctice of this Sort, (ata Time, when every Way of getting Money, ar 
the Expence of the Publick, does not ſeem to beleſs in People's Thoughts 


than formerly) May probably encourage thoſe, who ſhall have Opportunity : 


in future Times, too readily to contribute towards the Encreaſe of Navy 
Debts, tho' they are attended with ſo many ill Conſequences, that His Maje- 
ſty in a molt Gracious Speech from the Throne, has very lately been pleaſed 
to ſay, They do not only affect all Publick Credit, but greatly increaſe the 


Charge and Expence of the Current Service, and are, of all others, the moſt 
heavy and Burthenſome. 


P-Eboy | Strafford. 555 | Scarſdale, 
Cowper. | Briftol. Comer. 
3 | Arlesford, F. Cefirien. 
North and Grey. | Guilford. |} Aberdeen. 
W-fton, (E. of Arran.) | Boyle, (E. of Orrery.) | Foley. 
Compton. F. Riffen, St. John de Hletſoe. 
Uxbridge. 1 Fathw f. 3 
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Number XV. 1 
5 | Die Jovis, Februarij t. 1721. 1 
A Motion was made, and the Queſtion was pur, That the Victu- i 
alling His Majelty's Ships by any otucr, than the Wictuallers ap. | 4 
pointed for that SerVic2, or their 1 „is con: rary to the court? il 
of the Navy, and by raking away the proper “ 88 is One 1 
great Cavic of contracting ſo large a Navy- Debt . 
It was Relclved in the Negazive. 1 
Difſentient, i 
I. a, ECAUSE it being, unoueſtionz?!s y, the antiont Courſe li 
of the ary tov ual: all His Majaties Ships, = 0 
ſixth Rates, by the Commiilioners of the Victuall ing or the! il 
Agents, unleſs in caſe of Noceſlity, and it appearing to Us, by a if 
Paper returned before this Houſe, trom-the Vidualling Office, tha: | 
many Ships, and Squadrons of Ships, have been of late Years Victu- 0 
alled by the Commanders, very few of which were ſo Victuallce N 11 
by any Order; and amon; Mil thoſe many Inſtances, a few only were þ 1 
excuicd, becauſe chere being no Agents for the Victualling Office, 1 
nor any Stores In t! he Places where the Ships then were; We think . 
it realonabic ach (lud, that all the ſeveral Victuallings | in the {ad CD | | 
Paper contiiuicd, hein much the greater Number, which were nei— 10 
ther excus d thera, nor ſaid to be Ordered, were lo provided with. | | | 
our any Order or Excuſe whatſocver, and, con ſequently, were a 1 144 
needleſs Erect: of the ſaid good Courſe ofthe Navy ; and by taking „„ i 1 
away the proper Cheque made to ſave the Publick Money, mult, in ti 
_ our Opinion, n=cetfariiy have been one of the Occaſions: of the In- = 1000 
creaſe of the Navy ei. ' 112 
| II. We carnut but obſerve, hi if the fad ien had © (in the Ds : [14 
Paper abovementioned ' been applied to all the ſev cealTalances there, OY 
of Victualiing, in 2 manner, contrary to the courſe of the Navy, a, 1 
Vet it had been intufficient, ſince it is not alledged, chat Agents for PEE _ 
the Victualling, and Stores might not have been timely had in the Kid 
Places where the Ships were Victualled, if due Notice had been given . 
to the Commiſtioners of the V Qualling, and proper Precautions and 5 ph 
Endeavours had been uſed to that End. „„ --: 
III. We cannot bur think, that carrying this Queſtion in the N.. 1p | 


gative, v. l. Unoyubtelly, encourage chis breach ofthe courſe of the 
Navy, as it is ach nowivoged to be, and, in conſequence, put ic inro 
the Power of every Adnntal, or Commander in Chief of any Squg— 
dron, and every Commander of a particular Ship, not only to fur. 
niſh ſuch Froviſions boch in Quantity and Quality, as they ſhall think — 
fit. bur by letting the Men go on Shore, when in Port. on Pretente Drs, ET 
of ſupplying Proviſions, leave a Charge on the Publick for want of „ 4 
the proper Cheque, tho ro the Detriment of the Sca- Service. 2 =! 


Squadron or Ship, will not, when it is ſo intirely in his. Power, 
do what ſhall be for his Imereſt, is to believe him leſ- inclined 
to his Intereſt, than the generality of his Fellow - Subjects on 
Shore. G VI. Becanſo 


Becauſe by this ].cave given to the Commanders on he Head | | 1 
of the Victualiing, they have it in their Power (through the an - Bj 
of the {aid true and Ancient Cheque) to bring a very grear C har = | 
upon rhe Hcad of Wages, which muſt undoubre2ly, as we ap RI f 
' Occaſion a great waſte of the Publick Treaſure, and, conſequent y; A 
an Increaſe of the Navy Debt. vt 
V. Becauſe we think, that to ſuppoſe the Commander of any 0 | 


6 

VI. Becauſe, we believe, this Houſe will not Diſcourage ta 
king away proper Cheques, till Proof had, (as urged in the 
Debate) of what had been got by Individuals, for Want of 
thoſe Cheques; the Delay and Difficulties attending ſuch an 
Inquiry, will, probably, hindcr any Diſcouragement be ing given 
to ſuch Practices, which are allowed to be contrary to the ſtanding 
Inſtructions to the Commiſſioners of the Victualling, and to the 
Commanders of his Majeſty's Ships. | 


W. Ebor. Scarſdale, | Straford, 

Litchfield, Briſtol, Guilford, 

North and Grey, Boyle, St. Jol de Bletſoe, 

Trevor, | Aylesford, | Craven, 

Compton, Uxbridge, Copper, 

Bingley, | Bathurſt, = 
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5 Number XVI. 
Prayers, Die Sabbati, 3 Februarij, 1721. 
A Motion was made to adjourn. The Queſtion was put, Whe- 
ther this Houſe ſhall be now adjourn'd 'till Monday Morning next, 
Eleven a-Clock. It was Reſolved in the Negative. 
Content 3. „% 
Not Content 49. 
Diſſentient. | 1 5 
I. LE CAU SE the Houſe ſtanding adjourn'd to this Day at 
Eleven a- Clock, and a great Number of Lords being met, and 
expecting the coming of their Speaker till near Three a Clock; 
they ſeemed to Us generally to reſent this Uſage, and without any 
| Diſſent, as we could perceive, procceded, according to the ſtanding 
Order of the Houſe, towards chuſing a Speaker, but meeting with 
ſome Difficulties as to the Perſons nominated, the Lord Chancel- 
lor came, before any Choice was made, and, as ſoon as the Houſe 
was ſate, the Lord Chancellor alledged, as the Reaſon of his long 
abſence, that he had been ſummoned to attend His Majeſty at 
St. James s, where the Buſineſs had laſted much longer than was 
expected, which Excuſe, tho it might, in great meaſure, free the 
Lord Chancellor from the Imputation of willful Neglect of Duty, 
yet ſeems, to Us, in no degree to juſtify the Indignity, which, We 
think, was, upon the whole Matter, done to the Houſe, which is 
_ undoubtedly the greateſt Council in the Kingdom, to which all 
other Councils ought to give way, and not that to any other; and 
therefore the Buſineſs of any other Council ought not to have de- 
tained the Speaker of this Houſe, after the Hour appointed for its 
Meeting; and during the Time of the Day, the Houſe has uſually, 
of late, ſpent in Buſineſs, and therefore, we thought, the leaſt Re- 
ſientment the Houle could ſhew, on this Occaſion, to prevent its be- 
ing uſed ſo for the future, was to adjourn without entring on any 
Buſineſs, and this the rather, becauſe We foreſaw it could not ob- 
ſtruct any Publick Affairs, ſince the Time was fo far ſpent, as that 
no Buſineſs of Conſequence could well have been gone thro' with Ef- 
fe, tho entred uon. 5 . 
As We may venture to ſay, That the Dignity of this Houſe has 
not been, of late Years, increaſed, ſo we were unwilling, that any 
Thing, we conceive to be a groſs Neglect of it, ſhould paſs without 
ſome Note on our Records, that we were ſenſible of ſuch Neglect 
and did not approve it, which, We thought, would have been, in 
ſome meaſure, Attained by an immediate Adjournment. Nor was 
any other Method propoſed, and, ſince that could not be effected, 
5 | . We 


© 


E 

We enter this Diſſent with our Reaſons, that it may appear to Po- 
ſterit y, We were Zealous to withſtand, in the manner propoſed, the 
further progreſs of a Practice, ſo injurious, as we conccive, to the 
Honour and Authority of this Supreme Council. N 


Somerſet, Osburne, I Bixgley, 
WW. Ebor, i Strafford, Brie, 
Uxbridge, Guilford, | Bat hurt, 
Montjoy, Viſc. Windſor, | Foley, | Aaynard, 
Weſton, E. of Arran. Copper, | F. Ceftrien. 
Litbbfeld, i Scarſdale, | Craven, 
Boyle, E. of Orrery, | North and Grey, Abrrdeey, 
Aſpburnham, Compton, | St. Jahn Pletſoe. 
(CPMCIBCETING IC DIC INI NCI MF ICE) 
Number XVII. Die Martis, 13 Februarij, 1721. 


Hodie 2 vice lecta eſt Billa. An Act for the better ſecuring the Free- 
dom of Hlections of Members to ſerve for the Commons in Parliament. 


And a Mocion being made, That the ſaid Bill be committed, and 


the ſame being objected to. After Debate, The Queſtion was put, 
Whether the taid Bill ſhall be committed? It was Retvived in the Ne- 


gative. Then the Queſtion was put, Wherher the ſaid Bill ſhall be 


Rejected 2 It was Reſolved in the Affirmative. 

%% % A nin nin: | 
I. . Fcauſe the Methods of Corruption, made uſe of in Elections, 

l i and now grown to an highth beyond the Example of preced- 

ing Times, ate, of all others, the greateſt Blemiſh to our Conſtituti- 


on, and muſt, if not Remedicd, prove fatal to it, and did therefore 


chiefly deſerve, (as they can only admit) of a Parliamentary Cure. 
II. Becauſe the Commons, who are beſt qualified to Judge of the 


growth of rhis Evil, and to point out proper Remedies for it, ha- 


ving ſent up a Bill, complaining of the One, and deſiring our Aſſi- 
ſtance in the Other: It was not, We apprehend, ſuitable to the Dig- 
nity and Wiſdom of this Houſe, to reject ſuch a Bill, without en- 


tring into a free Diſcuſſion of the Particulars of which it conſiſted, 


and thereby to give an Handle for Reflections without Doors, as 


if we had ſhewn a leſs degree of Zeal againſt the Corruptions com- 


plained of, than thoſe from whoſe Elections they ſprung; Our Opi- 
nion is, That We ſhould rather have taken this favourable Oppor- 


tunity of joining Our Endeavours, with theirs, towards the Cure of 


this Evil, than have made Ourſelves liable to Objections, for refu- 


ſing to attempt it, even after ſuch an encouraging Step taken by the 


Houſe of Commons. 


ill. 4ecauſe a Law againſt Corruption, tho always defirable, is 
yet particularly ſcalonable and neceſſary, at ſuch a Juncture as 


this, when New Elections of Members are coming on, and the 


Parliament for which they ſhall, by what Method tocver be cho- 
ſen, may continue for Seven Years. And we think the Lords 
are the more concerned to obviate the ill Conſequences of ſuch a 


Choice, becauſe the & eptennial Act which made ſo remarkable a Change 
in Our Conſtitution, had irs Riſe from this Houſe. 35 
TV. Becauſe we are perſwaded, that by the Terror of the Pe- 


nalties contained in this Bill, which were to have Operated, toon. 
after it paſſed into a Law, a mighty Check would have been gi- 


ven to the growth of Corruption, tho it ſhould not have been 
abſolutely cured. And we are confirmed in this Opinion, by what 
we have heard, and believe, that while the Bill was depending in 
Parliament, and the Fate of it unknown, the Infamous Practices 
at which it was levell'd, were, in ſome meaſure, ſuſpended ; and 

1 r ſhould 
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Nor are theſe Oaths attended with any Nov Haclithin or DUUGculty 


2 
Legal Punithment of Perjury, to which they are fig Fd, is light 
* 


Money towards influencing Elections, relates to 1 ee 2 oF Cor- 


Electcud, which has undermined rho Virtuous Principles, anc. 


"Toa 3 


mould a farther ſtop have becn pit to Cor raption and Bribery, 
at the approaching Lcd ons, by the rafting this Pihl, fuch a de- 
pree of yiuccels, might have given che Legiſlature Hepes of intite 
10pptelſing of 1t, 1 

V. Suppoling this Bil! to have bon def Aike in Ig Reſpects, 
5nd not well Adjuſted in others, to the Fnd deſgn'd (a Sn ppoſ': 82 — 


on but not admitted by Us; but yet tus true way of lupp!yins 


7 
thete Defects, and making all proper Alecrations, would have been 


by committing the Bill ind not by re jecting it. 10 other Caſes, 


where a bill of Publick C oncorn is lai d aſice by the Houſe, they 
cun caſily make amends ſor that Lots. i bring ing in a NCW one, 
w! zich may m rec efiect 1 ql Y Anlu er tho 8 39d Fnd 0 propofee; \ 3 V or (2 
as, in this Calc, neither 13 There tim 2 tufficient lor repeating the 


8 
Aitempd, nor can any Bill Of this Lind be ev cr beg {13 tuis 


oute, with any reaſonable Proſpect of Succeſs. 


VI Becauſe the fatention of many Chic? Clan ſes in tho Bill, 
is to provide for the more cofiefual Fxccution of Laws aire acy 
made to ſecure the Freedom of Elections, but hitherto evaded for 
want of ſuch Proviſions. And We know: not that any Argument 
hach been, or can be uſed againſt patling ſuch Parts of hie Pill 
into a Law, but what may, wich cqual or greater Strength 1, be ur- 
ged for Repealing thoſe Laws, w hich on Are held s Jacred and In- 
violable. | 

VII. Becauſe ſeveral Oarhs 3 are, by Laws now in being, requi- 
red to qualify Electors, and the OGathe enjoy ned by this Bill. are 
intended only to lrengthen the Obligations, under which ſuch 7 
lectors do, by the known Rules of our Conſlitution, already lye: : 


> ws y 7 


ſince they relate only to plain Matters of Fact, wil. ich are corto my 
known by the Electors themielves: And which they will Lo rc 


dy to Atteſt with all Solemnity, if rhey arc Conſeious of t 


— 75 
* 
1 


won Innocency, in point of Corruption : And it: hoy re not, 0 


een. 


in compariſon of the Heighnous Nature Air Offers, 


Miichiev OUS Conlſcquences of 1 Ic. 


VIII. Becauſe that part of rhe Bil! which forbids tt inne fp lie 
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prion, which, of all 5 ought the moſt carefully: 
IN againſt, and yet Was admiict. . in the (? b 5 152 n ' n 


5 eli Law 
qwently practis d. An: therefore Ve annot but will, 0 iat 0215 Fill 


h i niicd into a Law for the {ike cf that Chuſe: which would 
have hindered what was given for the G-curit y of the £49: 


Right and the Safery of cho Kingdom, kom being erer 
85 od” 10 N 4 Jeſtruction' 05 65 jt} BY = E ; mple | af 7 Hogs 5 


in high Offices and Stations, cannot fail of treading it 
ee all Ranks an: Orders of Wen, a; ud FiO 


and Applauſe for ſuch Practise, as all io Les 
tr ry muſt Wiſh, mighi be Univer? ly del! 


IX. Beca auſe We cannot underſtand how ch. 


this Bill. [7hat it removes Foendations] can wi Ty 
"Rec fon; be ſupported. On the cortrary. We think . 
Deſign of it, is to recover our Old Conſtirus ion, and rc * 
thoſe firm Foundztio: 1s, from which it hae heon remove. CY 
Brib-cy has been made an uſual In- to Pan man And OD 
gCrous Trail has been carried on een rhe Flectors 2 


prove facal to the Liberties of the Free People of this Realm. 
X. Beca 
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X. Becauſe another Argument inſiſted on, in Prejudice of the Bill [that it 


would give the Honſe of Commons a greater Latitude in deciding dif puted Electi- 


ons | ſeems to us to be equally groundleſs, for the Penalties intended to be En- 
acted by this Bill, are to take Place only upon Proſecutions in the Ordinar 
Courts of Juſtice, and cannot come under the Cognizance, or be inflided by the 
Authority of the Houſe of Commons, nor can the Courts below be checked 
in their Proceedings on this Head, by the Determinat ions of that Houſe, with 
which the Methods of Puniſhing Corruption, preſcrib'd by this Act, do not 
in the leaſt interfere ; What therefore was alledged in the Debate, can by no 
means be allowed, that while the Commons are the ſole Judges of Elections, 
tis in vain to think the reſtraining the Corruption of Electors, ſince the Me » 
thod here preſcribed, are ſuch, as either Operate on the Conſcience, or will 
in the Common Courſe of Law, execute themſelves, and tho? they may be 
forwarded, yet cannot be fruſtrated by the Intervention of an Houſe of Com- 
mons. 

XI. Becauſe as the paſſing this Bill, would have been attended with no In- 
conveniencies to the Publick, fo great Miſchiefs may, we apprehend,enſus up- 
on the Rejecting it: The Honour of this Houſe may ſuffer on that Ac- 

count, and Corruption of all Sorts, will, we tear, receive new Light and En- 
couragement, it being a Matter of daily, and certain Obſervation; That when- 
ever a Bill is brought into Parliament to Redreſs any great Diſorders in the 


State, any Diſcountenance given to ſuch Bill, will always Countenance and 


Increaſe ſuch Diſorders, and make them leſs capable of Remedy in ſucceed- 
ing Times, eſpecially when it ſhall be Affirmed in the Debate, That all Bills 
of this kind, do more Miſchief than Good; which Way of Reaſoning, ſhould 


it prevail, would effectually prevent all future Attempts towards curing this 


Great Evil, and preſerving the Conſtitution of Parliaments, 


Strafford. | Scarſdale; (Guilford, | 
North and Grey. | Briſtol, |Tadcaſter, E. of Thomond. Es 

Litchfield. Craven. Montjoy, (Viſcount / indſor.) 
Maynard. F Ceftrien. | Boyle, (E. of Orrery.) 
Uxbridge, Aylesford. | Maſham, 

Weſton (E. of Arran.) Compton. Bingley. 

”, 2 Irevor. Aberdeen. 

Bat hur / F. E.. 

Kent. (Salisbury. 
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Die Lung, 19 Februarij, 1721. 


Ihe Order of the Day was Read, for taking into Conſideration, the Proteſtꝰ- 
tion entered in the Journal of this Houſe, the 1 3th of this Inftant Febra- 


ary. And the ſeveral Reaſons for the ſaid Proteſtation being Read, Af, 


ter Debate, The Queſtion was put, Whether the entire Entry of the 
Reaſons for the ſaid Proteſtation on the 1 2th Inſtant, ſhall be Expunged? 


| ra It was reſolved in the Affirmative. 
Content 58. 5 8 
Mot Content 22. 


Ez _ Diſſentient. 


I. V Ecauſe we are of Opinion. That the Reaſons Expunged, were both as 


| to the Matter and Form of them, agreeable to Precedents in former 
Parliaments, Rill remaining on the Journals uncenſured by the Houſe 


II. Becauſe we were very deſirous, that the Arguments contained in thoſe Rea- | 
ſons againſt Bribery and Corruption in Elections; and our Zeal for obtaining 
ſuch Remedies as were propoſed by the Commons themſelves, might appear 


to Poſterity, as fully and particularly as poſſible. 


III. Becauſe as the Practice of expunging Reaſons is not Ancient, ſo the Me- 
thod taken upon this Occaſion 5 Pg many Reaſons of various 8 


„ — „ . 


—— —ͤ— —⅞ỹ — ——— ᷣ— . © 
. 2 9 0 — 


— — — — — — . K „„ — — — — —— — — : . 
"Wn. 2 — | . 


IRA 2 E o_—_m ran EE i ning co 
=; —— $4” Cons oa. G71 . 
2 


2 — > —_ 
G * 
Ka 24.4 — 4 


: 
- 
: 
FI 
= 
34S 
2 © 
* 
11 
„ 
= 
* 
77 
11 
Fs 23 
- 
IF? 
» 3 
14 
10 
1 
1 
. 
1 
* 
. 
f 
— 
F 
. 


. = — * Cx 
5 2 — 
« 4 * 0 — e 4 2 - x — — * 2 
8 , N - . A = 
- 7 * PSP -—_— —— — —— 7 * —— — — — * - — — — > — — 
= wept. > 1 ” * e Fr . 2 4 — 
j . S „ x - 5 T a — p 4 — : : — * 
* —— — - you — 
— — — — . —_ -- — 
, - . 
* y 6 —— R * 0 * 3 . ä _ * 0 . = , _— _— 1 " _ 1 2 — _ _ 
. -- * 2 90 2 < 3 id 8 LI — 1 * . 1s» S4-o 44 _— 5 4 9 Tb. - 4 . —— 2 2—˖— 4 4 —— 0 - fi - eo mY 4 + — * * — - 2 — — — — — — — 
- _— —_— 5 - vo 7 » _ - - —— : 5 * 0 be — — nag o- O92, 5 — _—p—_— = — — — * — — — py — 
8 . * Sa 5 Y . - 4 2 2 — q - - * * pi 4 222 = _ : — — — * — * 
— __ . 4 2 g F -.3 F wy - — - . = , 1 2 —. 2 2 — — J Wy — : . 
2 = > .2 2 ? 5 
ho * 
. 


determined one Way or other, and ought not to be kept off 
any Determination, by one long Adjournment after another, till the Seiſion 
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Countenanced but by one Precedent on our Books. 


. Ebor. Aylzsford Foley. 
Copper. Weſton, (E. of Arran. Bingley. 
Maynard. F. Roffen, | Litchfield, 


Aſbburnbam. | Montjoy,(V. Windſor.) F. Ceſtrien. 
Compton. Briſtol. - Boyle, (E. of Orrery.) 
Uxbridge. | North and Grey. Bathurſt. 


Straffurd. Guilford. | I Aberdeen. 
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Die Lune 19 Februarij, 1721. 


The Order of the Day for the Houſe to be in a Committee again, to take 
into further Conſideration the Cauſes of Contracting ſo large a Navy 
Debt, being Read, A Motion was made, That the Houſe be put into the 
ſaid Committee, on this Day Three Weeks. After Debate, The Que- 
ſtion was put, That the Houſe be put into a Committee again, to take 
into ſurtacr Conſideration, the Caulcs of Contracting ſo large a Navy 

Debt, on this Day three Weeks? 

It was Reſolved in the Affirmative. 


Diſſentient. 


1. W Ecauſe the putting off the further Conſideration of the Cauſes of the 


Navy Debt, to ſo diſtant a Day, after ſo long an Adjournment of the 


| Came Matter already had, is, as we conceive, not only a Diſcouragement and 
Delay, but as che Seſſion may happen to end, will totally prevent (at leaſt 


during this Seſſion) that Enquiry, which, as we apprehend, would greatly 


have tended to the Publick Good, in hindring fo large a Navy Debt from being 
Contratdted for the Future. %%%%%ͥͤ s Ww, 


II. Altho' the ſaid Enquiry hath been a great while depending, Yet, a very 
few Days only, it appears by the Journal, have been allowed tor it, and one 
of thoſe was employed in Reviewing two Queſtions, which were at ſirſt 
| kept from being put by Previous Queſtions, and therefore we conceive 

a few Days more ought not to have been denied, for the looking into 2 Mat- 


ter of ſo very great Importance to the Public. 


III. We apprehend, That all Matters properly brought before either Houſe 
of Parliament, eſpecially Enquiries into Miſmanagements of the Publick Bu- 
ſineſs, ought, if the Time will allow it, to be freely and ally di ſcuſſed, and 

rom coming to 


IV. Becauſe it was alledged in the Debate, as 2 Reaſon againſt ſo long an 


Ad journment, That the Subject Matter of the Enquiry was not near exhauſted, 


that the Points already conſidered and determined, had no Relation to thoſ> 


propoſed to be confidered in the further Enquiry, and conſequently the Deter- 


mination of the former, could in no degree prejudice the latter, or make the 

going upon them needleſs or improper, and to evince this, ſeveral of the Par- 

ticulars deſigned to have been proceeded upon, were ſpecified. as 
That it appeared by Extracts of ſeveral Letters on the Table, eſpecially by 


a Letter from the Navy Board, Dated 13 Feb. 1701, That the Practice of turn. 


ing over Companies, or Part of Companies, from one Ship to another, with- 
out their Officers, was a Charge to the Crown, by confounding Accounts and 


_ otherwiſe, as well as diſguſttul to the Seamen. 


That by other Papers before the Houſe, it appeared, That ſeveral Squadrons 


: have gone out of late, without Muſter- Maſters, whoſe Office and Duty it is 
to detect Frauds in Pay, and on the Head of Vittualling. crane 
That in the Year 1720, 2201 Men were employed in the Yards, more than 


in the Year 1714, and 2627 Men more than in the Year 1698, and that the 
Wages of thoſe Men have of late, been greatly increaſed, both which, for 
ought appeared to Us; are an unaccountable Increaſe of that Charge to the 
Publick. _ 


Thar 


Tn 
That ſince the Year 1714, many new Captains and Liuetenants had been 


made. while great Numbers have been kept in Half Pay, and unimployed, be- 
ſides thoſe created on Vacancies, which happened while the Ships were abroad, 


and by that means an unneceſſary Charge has been continued on the Publick, 


and the Elder Officers difobliged. 

That without any Order or Eſtabliſhment, by his Majeſty in Council, Pay 
has been allowed contrary to the Uſage of the Navy, to Flag-Officers at Home, 
during the Winter, on Pretence of their making a Journey or two, to ſee their 

Squadrons equipped. 1 | 

That withont ſuch Order or Eſtabliſhment of his Majeſty in Council Cap- 
tains and Commanders of ſmall Numbers of Ships, have been paid as Rear 
Admirals, on Pretence of having Captains under them, and in but one Inſtance 
that we could obſerve a Reaſon given, why they had Captains under them, un- 
leſs it was to colour their having fuch Pay. 5 

And we are well aſſured, that on further Enquiry, it will appear, 

That new Lieutenants have been made Abroad, and old ones fit to ſerve, 
ſent Home, to be put in Half Pay. 

That Flags have been paid in double or trebble Capacities. 

That Flags and other Officers have been paid, as in higher Stations, than 
thoſe they ſerved i © 

That two or three Flags of the ſame ſort have been paid at the ſame Time. 

That Retroſpections of Pay have been allowed to Flags and other Officers. 

All which being againſt the ancient OEconomy of the Navy, and waſtful 
of the Publick Treaſure, we think, ſhould have been peta into without 
Loſs of Time. 5 3 


Theſe Miſinanagements, as we take them to be, and others might have ap- 


peared on further Conſideration of this Matter, Contributing, as we apprehend, 
to waſte the Publick Treaſure, muſk neceſſarily have been, in a Great Degree, 
an Occaſion of contraCting ſo large a Navy Debt, and therefore we are of O- 
pinion, that one or more turther Days, which would probably have fallen with- 
in this Seſſion, ſhould have been appointed for the taking them into Conſide- 


ration, which not being done, we the rather enter this Proteſt. with our Rea- 
ſons, as what we hope may give an Occaſion to the reſuming the Thoughts of 


this Matter, in another Seſſion of Parliament. 
„„ r 


. Ebor., | Foyle, (E. of Orrery.) Compton. 
Aſontjoy (Viſc. Windſor.)| F. Ciftrien, | Bathurſt, 
F. Roffen, I Aberdeen. Copper. 
Albnbn. Bingley. A 
Uxbridge. R 7 Aylesford. 
Straford, | NonthandGrgg, | Guilford. | 
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Die Martis 20 Februarij. 1721. 


The Order of the Day, for taking into Conſideration the State of the 
National Debt being Read, A Motion was made, and the Queſtion 
was put, That it appcars by the State of the Publick Debt, before 
this Houſe, That the ſame (excluſive of the Debt of the Navy) is en- 


| ercaſed between the 31ſt of December, 1717, and the 31ſt of De- 


cember 1720, at leaſt the Sum of 2,300,000 J. notwithſtanding that the 


ſinking Fund hath produccd within that Time 1,910, 385 J. 145. 6d. 
18 was Reſolved in the Negative. 


Content 23. 
Mot Content 50. 
Diſſentient. 3 . TREE 
Ecauſe the Queſtion conſiſted wholly of Matters of-FaQ, which were ex- 
B actly agreeable to a Paper laid before the Houſe by the proper Officers, 
onthe Addreſs of this Houſe; and as it is not reaſonably to be preſumed, un 
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the Officers of the Crown would State the Debt higher than it really was, fo 
we cannot but think, nothing was alledged in the Debate, that made it appear, 
the Debt was leſs than Rated in the Queſtion, but on the Contrary, had the 
exact Quantum of theDebt been material to have been enquired into, on thisOc- 
caſion, it was evident to Us, even from a Memorandum at the Bottom of the 
ſame Paper, that the Debt was in reality, much higher the 31ſt of December, 
1720, than ſtated 1n the Queſtion. 


W. Ebor. Strafford. Aberdeen 
Comper. : | F. Ceftrien. i North and Grey. 
Wefton, (E. of Arran.) Montjoy, (Viſc. Windſor.)| Foley. 

Guilford. Bathurſt. | Uxbridge. 
Aſbburnham. Boyle, (E. of Orrery.) | Litchfield, 

F. Rofjen. Briftol. 
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nen a Motion was made, That the leſſening the Publick Debt Annu- 

ally, by all proper Methods, is neceſſary to the Reſtoring and Prelerv- 

ing the Publick Credit. And a Queſtion being ſtated thereupon, At- 

ter Debate, the Previous Queſtion was put, Whether the faid Queſtion 
 1nall be now put? „ e 

It was Reſolved in the Negative. 


Diſſentient. : 3 i 3 ND 
1. D Ecauſe, as the main Queſtion is undeniably true, and ſeems to us to be 
D fv, by its being prevented to be put by the Previous Queſtion, ſo We 
think it would have been highly Expedient, and uſeful to the Publick, to have 
bad it put and Voted in the Affirmative, that by the declar'd Opinion of this 
Houſe (which muſt always be of the greateſt Authority) thoſe who are more 
immediately concern'd to take Care of thePublickCredit,might not rely on vian 
and deceitful Projects, for Reſtoring and Pre ſerving the Credit of the Nation, 
but apply themſelves ſeriouſiy and diligently to bring about the only effectu - 
) _©— FF oO 8 > 
II. Altho' fo clear and evident a Truth as is contain'd in the main Queſtion, 
cannot, when propoſed, but obtain the Conſent of all, eſpecially of ſuch as 
are Qualified to be in great Stations, yet at this Juncture, when the Pub- 
lick is under ſo great Neceſſities, from the unexampledP reflure of Debts, and 
when all other Remedies, hitherro Attempted, have proved ineffectual, if not 
miſchievous, We cannot but conceive it was extremely proper, and muſt have 
greatly conduced to the Reſtoring and Preſerving the Publick Credit, ro have 
quicken d the Endeavours for that Purpoſe, of all in the Publick Service, by 


TR + J0 high an Authority, as a Reſolution of this Houſe, not only pointing out to 
An, them the Way they ſhould take towards that Good End, but intimating alſo 

165 that as far as is poſſible to be attained, the doing ſo would be expected from 

1 them, and therefore we conceive, the main Queſtion would have been put and 

11 Voted, (as we think it muſt have been, had it been put in the Aﬀicmative. = 

1 ti 5 : JJC Foley. 1 
I Meſton, (E. of Arran.) Bathurſt. [ Uxbridge. 

I Guilford, {| Boyle, (E. of Orrery. 1 Litchfeld, 

4 | Aſhburnham, Briftol. Z os 
. F Roffen, Aberdeen. 1 
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